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BEST
INTERESTS

Much furore has been created by the
introduction of the Global National
£2,000 tournament by Barry Meisel and
Danny Kinnard on behalf of Global Table
Tennis Promotions Limited.

Whatever the outcome of this “dream
come true” spectacular at Greenwich
Baths, a top cash prize of £1,000 for the
open singles, incorporating both men
and women, constitutes quite a large
slice of “bread”.

And it was this element which led an
apprehensive National Council to permit
the E.T.T.A. membership at large to
participate in the tournament and grant
blanket permission for members to
accept the cash prizes listed for the
three separate category events.

As to whether the enterprise is one
akin to that of Kerry Packer’'s World
Series Cricket remains ponderable.

But the hope is expressed that should
the tournament prove successful and
lead to others, perhaps more ambitious
still, then like the Norwich Union Grand
Prix, close co-operation with the govern-
ing bodies would be in the best interests
of all parties concerned.

ENGLiISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen.
President: M. Goldstein, O.B.E.
Life Vice-President: Hon. Ivor Montagu.
Chairman: T. Blunn.

Deputy Chairman: G. R. Yates.
Hon. Treasurer: M. S. Greatrex.
General Secretary: A. W. Shipley.
Management Committee:
(Vice-Chairmen)

C. J. Clemett, R. J. Crayden, A. E. Ransome,
N. K. Reeve and E. G. White.
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ON THE
INTERNATIONAL
FRONT

by THE EDITOR

CZECHS HANG ON

In Pribram on Feb. 6, Czechoslovakia were
exceedingly hard-pressed to preserve their unbeaten
record when, after the sixth set, they were tying
3-3 with Federal Germany. Nor did it stop there
for in that final nerve-gripping set Josef Dvoracek
and Peter Stellwag stood one game-all before
Dvoracek got home in the third to keep his
country’s record intact in the Super Division of
the Eurcpean League.

Matters went a little awry for the Czechs when,
in the second set, Engelbert Huging got the better
of Dvoracek and the “pocket battleship” Ursula
Hirschmuller was equally convincing in beating
Ilona Uhlikova. Huging came again in the penulti-
mate set equating the match score with a splendid
victory over Milan Orlowski.

Individual scores:-

M. Orlowski bt P. Stellwag 13, 17;

J. Dvoracek lost to E. Huging -18, -18;

1. Uhlikova lost to U. Hirschmuller -11, -17;
Orlowski/J. Pansky bt J. Leiss/Stellwag 14, 15;
Orlowski/Uhlikova bt Leiss/Hirschmuller 17, 10;
Orlowski lost to Huging -13, -12;

Dvoracek bt Stellwag -13, 19, 15.

Second-placed Hungary kept themselves in the
hunt with a 5-2 win over England at Belper (as
reported elsewhere) and France, as a result of

Josef Dvoracek of Czechoslovékia — the saviour
of his country against Federal Germany with a
match winning success against Peter Stellwag.

Photo by Don Morley, Morden, Surrey.

beating Sweden 6-1 in Paris, took over the third
position. Sweden, again without Stellan Bengtsson,
could only manage one win and that in the mixed
doubles with Ulf Thorsell and Eva Stromvall beat-
ing the reigning world champions Jacques Secretin
and Claude Bergeret.

Scores:-

P. Birocheau bt M. Appelgren 11, 17;

J. Secretin bt U. Thorsell 12, 12;

C. Bergeret bt A-C. Hellman -16, 13, 16;
Birocheau/Secretin bt L. Franklin/Thorsell 14, 20;
Seci'gtin/ 2]?)c.ergeret lost to Thorsell/E. Stromvall
Birocheau bt Thorsell 19, 13;

Secretin bt Appelgren -17, 8, 9.

In Kaunas, the Soviet Union were beaten 4-3 by
Yugoslavia whose battle-hardened Dragutin Surbek
shook off the punitive challenge of both Valerij
Shevchenko and Igor Solopov and, in partnership
with Zoran Kalinic, accounted for Shevchenko and
Mironas Kreeris. The fourth Yugoslav win came
from Kalinic who beat Solopov in the opening set.
And now nothing short of a miracle can save
the Russians from being replaced by Poland in
next season’s Super Division line-up.

Scores:-

I. Solopov lost to Z. Kalinic -7, -11;

V. Shevchenko lost to D. Surbek -9, -11;

V. Popova bt G. Perkucin -18, 18, 14;

M. 1Iérc:eir;s/Shevchc:nko lost to Kalinic/Surbek

-16, 17, -14;

Shevchenko/Popova bt Kalinic/Perkucin 13, 18;
Solopov lost to Surbek -11, -16;
Shevchenko bt Kalinic 16, 15.

In Division 1 Poland continued their unbroken
run and their 6-1 win over Italy earned them the
championship and promotion to next season's
Super Division. It was only in the final set, in
Warsaw, that Italy were given a look in when
Giovanni Bisi beat Leszek Kucharski.

Scores:-

S. Fraczyk bt G. Bisi 7, 15;

L. Kucharski bt M. Constantini 13, -19, 19;

J. Szatko bt S. Milic 19, 17;

A. Grubba/Kucharski bt Bisi/Constantini 13, 13;
Kucharski/Szatko bt Bisi/Milic 19, 10;

Fraczyk bt Constantini 17, 18;

Kucharski lost to Bisi 12, -18, -13.

Ireland (as reported elsewhere) were beaten 4-3
by Greece in Athens and they, like the Soviet
Union, would appear to have set themselves an
impossible task for they are now committed to
beating Bulgaria in Belfast to save themselves from
relegation.

Austria brought off a smart 6-1 win over Luxem-
bourg and the news of that success was ill- received
in the Emerald Isle. But there it was, the only
home success being recorded by Andre Hartmann
and Carine Risch in the mixed over Heinz Schluter
and Brigitte Gropper.

Scores:-

G. Stebens lost to H. Schluter -10, -18;

C. Putz lost to F. Waldhausl 18, -17, -17;

C. Risch lost to B. Gropper 20, -22, -18;

A. Hartmann/Putz lost to Schluter/Waldhausl
-18, 18, -15;

Hartmann/Risch bt Schluter/Gropper 14, -15, 14;

Stebens lost to Waldhausl -13, -21;

Putz lost to Schulter 15, <19, -18.



Bulgaria, in Sofia, took the Netherlands apart
in winning 7-0 and this is the measure of the task
facing the Irish in Belfast on March 8.
Scores in Sofia were:-

I. Stojanov bt A. Vlieg 17, -19, 13;
S. Stefanov bt N.v. Slobbe 20, 18;
D. Gergelcheva bt S. de Kruiff -17, 10, 17;
Stefanov/Stojanov bt Slobbe/Vlieg 14, 17,
Stojanov/Gergelcheva bt Vlieg/de Kruiff
-19, 10, 17,
Stojanov bt Slobbe 14, 16;
Stefanov bt Vlieg 17, -17, 9.

The Division 2 match between Scotland and
Turkey at Lasswade on Feb. 7 decided the cham-
pionship with Turkey claiming the title and
promotion with a 6-1 win that sent Scotland down
to Division 3 next term.

Scotland got off to a flyer when Richard Yule
beat Oktay Cimen but that was the sum total
of home success as the Turks stormed the bastions
and the Sots were put to rout.

Scores:-
R. Yule bt O, Cimen -18, 12, 17;
K. Rodger lost to V. Aleksandridis 19, -13, -17;
P. Fleming lost to K. Poyrazoglu -19, -16;
Rodger/Yule lost to Cimen/ Aleksandridis

-18, 15, -22;
Yule/Fleming lost to Cimen/Poyrazoglu -17, -11;
Yule lost to Aleksandridis -20, 16, -17;
Rodger lost to Cimen -16, -15.

On the same night, in Helsinki, Finland nosed
home 4-3 against Spain the individual scores
being:-

J. Tkonen bt S. Moles 12, 17;

J. Jokinen lost to J-M. Pales -15, -21;

M. Grefberg bt M. Sanahuja -11, 14, 14;
Okonen/Jokinen bt Moles/Pales 10, 13;
Jokinen/Grefberg lost to Pales/Sanahuja -19, -16;
Ikonen bt Pales 4, 2;

Jokinen lost to Moles 26, -17, -17.

EUROPEAN LEAGUE TABLES
SUPER DIVISION

PWL F AP
Czechoslovakia 6 6 0 28 14 6
Hungary ....... 6 5 1 30 12 5
France ........coeeeeeeiveniiinns 6 3 3 20 22 3
England ........................ 6 3 3 18 24 3
Federal Germany ............ 6 2 4 22 20 2
Sweden ... 6 2 4 19 23 2
Yugoslavia ............oell 6 2 4 19 23 2
Soviet Union .................. 6 1 5 12 30 1

Fixtures for Mar 8/°79
Sweden v Hungary
France v Federal Germany
England v Soviet Union (at Southend)
Czechoslovakia v Yugoslavia

DIVISION ONE
PWL F AP
Poland ............ccooieiiiens 6 6 0 383 4 6
Bulgaria ...l 6 4 2 26 16 4
Italy . 6 4 2 20 22 4
Netherlands  .................. 6 3 3 19 23 2
Austria ...l 6 2 4 20 22 2
Greece ........oooevvvreeneeiiinns 6 2 4 16 26 2
Luxembourg .................. 6 2 4 14 28 2
Ireland ........................... 6 1 5 15 27 1
Fixtures for Mar. 8/°79

Netherlands v Poland

Ireland v Bulgaria (at Belfast)

Luxembourg v Greece

Austria v TItaly

DIVISION TWO
PWL F AP

Turkey ...ooovieiiiiiiii 4 4 0 21 7 4
Finland ... 4 3 1 16 12 3
Belgium ... 4 2 2 13 15 2
Spain ... 4 1 3 11 17 1
Scotland * ... ................. 4 4 19 0

0 9
(See Welsh Corner for Division 3 Table)
* Scotland demoted to Division 3.

Denmark, Wales, Norway and Switzerland
promoted to Division 2 bringing the complement
up to eight teams as in the Super and First
Divisions.

REVISED WORLD RANKINGS

Following the retirement of reigning world
champion, Mitsuro Kohno of Japan, the beaten
finalist at Birmingham, Guo Yuehua (Kuo Yao-
hua) of China takes over the No. 1 spot in the
revised world ranking lists as issued by the

LT.T.E’s Classification Committee under the

Chairmanship of Dr. Gyorgy Lakatos of Hungary.

Guo Yeuhua (Kuo Yao-hua) of the People’s
Republic of China listed at No. 1 in the newly
revised classification list of the LT.T.F.

Photo by P. D, France, Telford, Salop.

Gabor Gergely, the reigning European champion,
comes up to joint No. 3 with his compatriot Tibor
Klampar the latter being lifted from his previous
No. 10 position. Also on the way up is China’s Li
Zhenshi (Li Chen-shih), from No. 14 to No. 6
whilst, seemingly from nowhere, comes, at No. 9,
Shi Zhihao (Shih Chih-hao) also of China not
having been previously listed.

The newcomers to the men’s list are otherwise

Yo Yong Ho (Korea DPR), Janos Takacs
(Hungary), Yun Chol (Korea DPR), Josef
Dvoracek (Czechoslovakia), Jindrich  Pansky

(Czechoslovakia), Valerij Shevchenko (USSR) and
Anton Stipancic (Yugoslavia).

England’s Desmond Douglas, previously at joint
No. 7 with Milan Orlowski of Czechoslovakia is
now numbered eight with Orlowski at No. 7. But,
in the women’s list, Jill Hammersley, previously at
No. 8, has been lifted two places to No. 6 being
the top European behind four Chinese and the
No. 1, remaining, Pak Yung Sun (Korea DPR).
Jill shares the No. 6 position with the reigning
European champion, Judit Magos of Hungary.

The revised rankings
brackets) are:-

Men:

(previous placings in

Guo Yuehua (CHN) (2)

Liang Geliang (Liang Ke-liang) (CHN) (4)

Gabor Gergely (HUN) (5)

Tibor Klampar (HUN) (=10)

Huang Liang (CHN) (3)

Li Zhenshi (CHN) (14)

Milan Orlowski (CZE) (=7)

Desmond Douglas (ENG) (=7)

Norio Takashima (JAP) (=10)

Shi Zhihao (CHN) (—)

11. Stellan Bengtsson (SWE) (12)

12. Istvan Jonyer (HUN) (6)

13. Dragutin Surbek (YUG) (15)

14. Jacques Secretin (FRA) (9)

15. Lu Qiwei (Lu Chi-wei) (CHN) (28)

16. Peter Stellwag (GFR) (36)

17. Yo Yong Ho (KDR) (—)

18. S. Ono (JAP) (18)

19. Masahiro Maehara (JAP) (25)

20. Janos Takacs (HUN) (—)

21. Jochen Leiss (GFR) (32)

22. Yun Chol (KDR) (—)

23. Wilfried Lieck (GFR) (16)

24. Tibor Kreisz (HUN) (13)

25. Wang Jiangiang (Wang Chien-chiang)
(CHN) (23)

26. Lu Yuangsheng (Lu Yuang-sheng)

(CHN) (1)
27. Josef Dvoracek (CZE) (—)
28. Engelbert Huging (GFR) (29)
29. Zoran Kalinic (YUG) (31)
30. UIf Thorsell (SWE) (22)
31. Patrick Birocheau (FRA) (24)
32. Christian Martin (FRA) (20)
33. Danny Seemiller (USA) (34)
34. Katsuyuki Abe (JAP) (35)

LHRNAN W=

Captains courageous. Peter Simpson (nearest camera) and Bryan Merrett who will be in
charge of England’s teams in the forthcoming World Championships im Pyongyang,
North Korea,

Photo by Tony Ross, Hessle, North Humberside.
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35. Jindrich Pansky (CZE) (—)
36. ValerijShevchenko (USS) (—)
37. Uchida (JAP) (40)

38. Chol Sung Kuk (KRR) (37)
39. Li Kuang Tsu (HKG) (39)

40. Anton Stipancic (YUG) (—)

Women:

1. Pak Yung Sun (KDR) (1)

2. Zhang Li (Chang Li) (CHN) (2)

3. Ge Xinai (Ke Hsian-ai) (CHN) (4)

4. Zhang Deying (Chang Te-ying) (CHN) (3)

5. Tung Ling (CHN) (—)

6. Jill Hammersley (ENG) (8)

Judit Magos (HUN) (8)

8. Yang Ying (CHN) (5)

9. Ann-Christin Hellman (SWE) (9)
10. Kayoko Kawahigashi (JAP) (10)
11. Ri Song Suk (KDR) (16)

12. Zsuzsa Olah (HUN) (—)
13. Gabriella Szabo (HUN) (12)
Ilona Uhlikova (CZE) (13)
15. Pak Yong Ok (KDR) (22)
16. Maria Alexandru (RUM) (14)
Urushio (JAP) (15)
18. Valentina Popova (USS) (=18)
Cao Yanhua (Tsao Yen-hua) (CHN) (—)
20. Ludmila Bakshutova (USS) (27)
21. Jan Guili (Yen Kuei-li) (CHN) (31)
22. Kim Chang Ai (KDR) (30)
23. In-Sook Bhushan (USA) (24)
24. Bettine Vriesekoop (NET) (17)
25. Huang Xiping (Huang Hsi-ping) (CHN) (32)
26. Blanka Silhanova (CZE) (20)
27. Kim Soon Ok (KRR) (21)
28. Erzebet Palatinus (YUG) (29)
29. Claude Bergeret (FRA) (23)
30. Gordana Perkucin (YUG) (37)
31. Ursula Hirschmuller (GFR) (33)
32. Komuro (JAP) (26)
33. Siu Kit Man (HKG) (34)
34. Dana Dubinova (CZE) (36)
35. Chang Siu Ying (HKG) (35)
36. Branka Batinic (YUG) (40)
37. Eva Ferenczi (RUM) (—)
38. Eva Stromvall (SWE) (—)
39, Liana Mihut (RUM) (—)
40. Marie Lindblad (SWE) (—)

England’s Linda Howard, previously at No. 39,
has been omitted along with Chung Hyun Sook
(KRR) (6), Lee Ailesa (KRR) (11), Beatrix Kishazi
(HUN) (18), Chu Hsiang-yun (CHN), Wiebke

Hendriksen (GFR) (28) and Narine Antonian (USS)
(18). Missing from the previous men's list are:-
Kohno (JAP) (1), Sarkis Sarkhojan (USS) (17),
Anatolij Strokatov (USS) (19), Zoran Kosanovic
(YUG) (26), Jaroslav Kunz (CZE) (27), Milivoj
Karakasavic (YUG) (33) and Lee Sang Kuk
(KRR).

CHINESE NAMES

Reuters and Agence France — Presse (though
not AP and UPI) have already adopted the Pinyin
romanised spelling of Chinese names, which
became official from Jan. 1/°79. The IT.T.F.
will also adopt the new spellings as per the
examples given (old spelling in brackets):-

Officials:

Xu Yinsheng (Hsu Yin-sheng)
Chen Xian (Chen Hsien)

Wang Chuanyao (Wang Chuan-yao)
Li Furong (Li Fu-jong)

He Zhenliang (Ho Cheng-liang)
Zhang Junhan (Chang Chun-han)
Lin Fumei (Lin Fu mei)

Men Players:

Guo Yuehua (Kuo Yao-hua)

Liang Geliang (Liang Ke-liang)

Li Zhenshi (Li Chen-shih)

Huang Liang (unchanged)

Lu Qiwei (Lu Chi-wei)

Wang Jiangiang (Wang Chien-chiang)
Women Players:

Zhang Li (Chang Li)

Zhang Deying (Chang Te-ying)

Ge Xinai (Ke Hsin-ai)

Yang Ying (unchanged)

Yan Guili (Yen Kuei-li)

Huang Xiping (Huang Hsi-ping)

The LT.T.F. will NOT be using “Beijing” for

Peking or “Zhangguo” for China.

TABLE TENNIS PUBLICATIONS

The US.T.T.A. has published a 1979 Table
Tennis Annual which not only describes and
illustrates the history and organisation of the sport
in the United States, but also contains a wealth of
information on world-wide table tennis affairs, and
the‘technical background. Copies can be had (cash
with order) from:-

Trade in your
old Table Tennis Tabhle

For a limited period we will give you an allowance
of at least £20 for your present table tennis table,
whatever make or condition, when you trade it in
against either of the two superb tables that we

manufacture here.

You have the choice of the highly praised
25 mm top Dynamatic Foldaway or the 25 mm top
Championship Wheelaway — both tables have been
used at important national championships.
B

Telephone or write today for full details:

DEXTER & GORDON LIMITED

White Hart Road, Slough, Berkshire, SL1 2SF.
’Phone: Slough 28547.
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U.S.T.T.A. Headquarters, Bill Haid, Executive
Director, 3466 Bridgeland Drive, Suite 209, St.
Louis, MO 63044, U.S.A. Price: U.S. dollars 3.50
plus 1.50 mailing charge, or larger quantities may
be ordered and will be invoiced at a discount
price.

The Latin-American Union (Union Latinaameri-
cana de Tenis de Mesa — U.L.T.M.) now publishes
a magazine for table tennis enthusiasts which
covers the whole field of the sport throughout Latin
America and the Caribbean., The November issue
features reviews and results of major recent tour-
naments and details of forthcoming developments
such as the table tennis tournament in the Pan-
American Games in July, as well as illustrated
technical articles and news of table tennis in othet
Continents. The magazine is partly in Spanish and
partly in English and will be of interest to many
enthusiasts. For subscription details write to:-
Union Latinoamericana de Tenis de Mesa, Comite
de Publicidad, Apartado 293, Santiago de los
Caballeros, Dominican Republic.

ALISON JOINS HALEXSPORT

Alison Gordon, the 16-year-old player from
Reading, has joined the exclusive Halexsport stable
of young talent.

Currently ranked No. 10 in the senior and No.

N

4 in the junior lists, Alison is a ‘veteran’ inter- .

national player who has represented England on
numerous occasions.

She is in good company in the Halexsport
stable, for she joins Helen Williams and Graham
Sandley. Helen, who is only 14, has leapt into
the senior rankings at No. 14, and is also No. 5
junior and, not surprisingly, Graham, who is 15,
has also entered the senior rankings for the first
time, at No. 13, in addition to being No. 1
junior.

Halexsport hope that by assisting these young-
sters in this way, they will fulfill their promise of
talent in due course.

ALISON GORDON
Photo by Leo Black.

CLEVELAND JUNIOR SELECT

No less than 19 tables will be in use at the
Cleveland Junior ‘Select’ to be played at Eston
Sports Centre over the weekend of March 24/25.
Rather than turn back entries, room has been
found to accommodate this record number of
tables for a Junior tournament.

o



Halex Sport
Kent 2-Star

Junior Open

BELGIANS MAKE THEIR MARK
by Cyril Burden

Once again this popular junior tournament was
held at Folkestone (Dec. 2/3) and although a
larger entry was accepted than at first agreed over
50 forms had to be returned before the closing
date much to the all-round disappointment of
competitors and organisers alike. Looking to the
future it would seem to be appropriate to do
away with the Under-15 mixed doubles event to
allow more singles and ordinary doubles entries.

As in past years a strong entry of 4 boys and 4
girls from Belgium was received and through the
efforts of enthusiasts locally housed and fed. The
tournament, this season, was refereed by Mike
Watts who took over the job at short notice when
it was found that Albert Shipley was engaged on
E.T.T.A. business. Mike was greatly appreciated
and brought some fresh ideas with him.

The entry from the top English boys and girls
was disappointing, but did not detract from the
tournament and it was quite a revelation to see
the standard of play in the U-11 and U-13 events
although it brings organisational problems. The
Belgian entry was expected to do well and indeed
won 5 of the 16 events the most successful being
Barbara Lippens who won the U-17 and retained
the U-15 girls’ singles titles as well as winning
with Nathalie Higuet the U-15 girls’ doubles title.

The U-17 boys’ singles title went to John Souter
who beat Desmond Charlery in one of the best
finals seen. Some of the other successes included
the fine play of Gary Lambert from Devon to
take the U-13 boys’ singles as well as the U-13
boys’ doubles with Mark Ellett. Liza Bellinger
repeated this in the U-13 girls’ winning the singles
title and the doubles partnered by Laura Goldsmith
and for the second year running Carl Prean from
the Isle of Wight carried off the U-11 boys’ title
and Alison Boxall the U-11 girls’ singles.

Results:-

Under 17 Events

Boys’ Singles Semi-finals:

J. Souter (Mi) bt S. Holloway (Sy);

D. Charlery (E) bt G. Gillett (Sx).

Final:

SOUTER bt Charlery.

Girls’ Singles Semi-finals:

N. Higuet (Bel) bt M. Reeves (Mi);

B. Lippens (Bel) bt V. Macon (Bel).

Final:

LIPPENS bt Higuet.

Boys’ Doubles Final:

T. CABRARA/R. de PROTHETIS (Bel) bt
Gillett/S. Moore (Sx).

Girls’ Doubles Final:

E. BOLTON (K)/REEVES bt Higuet/Lippens.

Mixed Doubles Final:

SOUTER/REEVES bt de Prothetis/Lippens.

Under 15 Events

Boys’ Singles Semi-finals:

Souter bt P. Brownlow (He);

G. Lambert (Dv) bt M. Oakley (Sy).

Final:

SOUTER bt Lambert.

Girls’ Singles Semi-finals:

Lippens bt J. Bellinger (Bd);

Higuet bt N. Boeckx (Bel).

Final:

LIPPENS bt Higuet.

Boys’ Doubles Final:

OAKLEY/SOUTER bt Cabrera/de Prophetis.
Girls’ Doubles Final:

HI(%}SET/LIPPENS bt J. Bellinger/L. Bellinger
Mixed Doubles Final:

CABRERA/HIGUET bt de Prophetis/Lippens.

Under-13 Events

Boys’ Singles Semi-finals:

Lambert bt C. Prean (Ha);

G. Nailis (Bel) bt B. Collingwood (Mi).

Final:

LAMBERT bt Nailis.

Girls’ Singles Semi-finals:

L. Bellinger bt A. Hillard;

H. Bardwell (He) bt L. Goldsmith (Mi).

Final:

L. BELLINGER bt Bardwell.

Boys’ Doubles Final:

M. ELLETT/LAMBERT bt G. Ducker/A. Barker.

Girls Doubles Final:

BELLINGER/BELLINGER bt R. Hunter/
A. Judd (Ca).

Under-11 Events

Boys’ Singles Final:

CARL PREAN bt Bernard Lazarus.

Girl’s Singles Final:

ALISON BOXALL (Sy) bt Lesley Souter (Mi).

TABLE
TENNIS
TABLES

Free

A COMPLETE RANGE OF TABLES FROM OUR 12mm POPULAR TO THE

EXCEL (illustrated) WITH 24mm BIRCH PLY TOP. AFTER SOME YEARS

OF MANUFACTURE, COUPLED WITH ECONOMIC PRODUCTION, WE ARE

ABLE TO OFFER FIRST CLASS PERFORMANCE. ALL MODELS CONFORM

TO E.T.T.A. SPECIFICATIONS FOR BOUNCE AND CAN BE FITTED WITH
CONCEALED WHEELS.

illustrated brochure from —

B. & B. SPORTS

18a HART STREET, HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON.
PHONE (04912) 6358
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SHROPSHIRE NOTES
by Gerald Green

Teenagers dominated the Shrewsbury and
District Table Tennis Association’s Annual Closed
Championships at Sundorne Games Hall on
Sunday, 4th February, 1979.

Malcolm Green comfortably beat Nigel Thomas
in the men’s final contested by two eighteen-year-
olds. They then teamed up to win the men’s
doubles title for the third successive year.

Jane Cheetham (14) also had a comfortable win
over Sue Evans jn the women’s final, then teamed
up with Linda Degg (14) to win the doubles.

Final results:-

Men’s Singles:

M. Green bt N. Thomas 12, 16.

Women’s Singles:

J. Cheetham bt S. Evans 15, 16.

Junior Singles:

M. Pugh bt G. Lupton 14, 12.

Men’s Doubles:

Grfgn/"zlguomas bt Clive Roberts/ Tony Cheetham
Women’s Doubles:

Ch?gthalng/Degg bt Alison Bayliss/Colette Soan
Veteran Singles:

Bill Stephens bt Norman Maycock 12, 12.

LANCASHIRE NOTES
by George R. Yates

Lancashire’s second team lost a great change of
going top of Division 3 (North) of the County
Championships when they were held to a 5-5 draw
I;%' Cheshire III at Newton-le-Willows on Feb.

Preston’s Stephen Turner and Paul Rainford
shared four wins with Christine Hilton being
responsible for the fifth in beating former Lancs.
player Sue Alexander. After trailing 3-4 the home
county’s Roy Frankland let slip an 18-9 third game
lead over Wayne Percival putting the pressure on
Mrs. Hilton and young Rainford to level the
match score. B

Individual scores:-
R. Frankland lost to R. Weatherby -14, -18;
lost to W. Percival -21, 16, -19.
S. Turner bt Percival 15, 8;
bt R. MacFarlane 14, 11.
P. Rainford bt MacFarlane 15, -19, 19;
bt Weatherby 14, 15.
Mrs. C. Hilton bt Mrs. S. Alexander -17, 16, 12.
Mrs. K. Wright lost to Miss J. Deakin 17, -17, -10.
FranOklar;;d/Turner lost to Percival/Weatherby
-20, -8.
Hilton/Wright lost to Alexander/Deakin -12, -13.
Lancashire’s first team match, at home to York-
shire II scheduled for the same day at the same
Red Bank School venue was postponed. It will
now take place at Lytham on March 31 by
which time the snow may well have cleared!

Following the request of Phil Bowen and Steve
Cowley not to be considered for County teams
comes the news that David Cottrell of Blackburn
does not wish to be considered either. David, in
a letter to Match Sec. Gordon Campbell, explains
that he has lost his appetite for competitive play
and will henceforth concentrate on coaching young
players. Both Lancs and Blackburn will miss his
representative services.

Big shock in the first division of the Lancashire
and Cheshire League was the 8-2 victory obtained
by St. Helens over reigning champions Farnworth
on Feb. 16. Treble successes for Brian Johns and
Percival put the skids under Farnworth whose two
wins were registered by Clive Heap and Cowley
both at the expense of Dave Roberts.

Preston are now in the driving seat and their
two most recent wins over Bury (8-2) and Salford
(9-1) were obtained by Donald Parker, Turner and
Rainford.

Leading positions:-

PWDLF A P
Manchester ............... 6 4 2 0 46 14 10
Preston ..................... 541 0 37 13 9
St. Helens ............... 53 0 2 30 20 6
Farnworth ............... 4 2 1 1 20 20 5

Bolton, despite two draws, are m_aking a deter-
mined bid to regain their first division status, and



although their home match against Manchester “A”
was terminated when leading 3-0 by a power failure
they have subsequently beaten Preston “A” 6-4 to
go to the top of Div. 2 (North). Stockport, with
six successive victories to their name, are out-and-
out favourites to gain promotion from Div. 2
(South).

The clash of the unbeaten ‘giants’ in the Women’s
Division 1 resulted in a 5-5 draw with Susan Lisle
of Manchester claiming a treble over Di Johnson,
Doreen Schofield and Debbie Coulthard. Di had
wins over Mary Leigh and Jean Nield, as did Mrs.
Schofield, the pair combining to win the doubles,
to give Stockport, the champions, every prospect
of retaining their title.

Top placings:-

PWDLUF A P
Stockport .................. 8§ 71 0 70 10 15
Manchester ............... 7 6 1 0 52 18 13
Liverpool  ............... 6 4 0 2 36 24 8
Preston ..................... 7 3 1 3 33 37 7

Preston, spearheaded by Rainford, lead Junior
Div. 1 having dropped but one point to Barrow in
seven matches. Surprise packet Rochdale have one
loss from five matches and recently beat
Manchester 6-4 with Tim Hatton starring with a
treble.

Positions:-

F A P
Preston ..................... 46 24 13
Rochdale 28 22 8
Manchester 36 24 17
Salford ............coeeeees 20 20 4

MANCHESTER CLOSED

John Hilton celebrated his first wedding
anniversary by winning the men’s singles title of
the Manchester Closed played at Stretford Sports
Centre on Jan. 28. John made it a triple celebra-
tion by also taking the men’s doubles, with Bowen,
and the mixed, with Mary Leigh.

Susan Lisle with a final victory over Janet
Deakin won the women’s singles and shared a
doubles success with Mary Leigh. Tony Taylor
beat Tony Worthington to win the Junior Boys’
title and the vets., need I spell it out, Stockport’s
“Sports Personality of the Year” Derek Schofield
who, as usual, beat Peter D’Arcy.

Results:-

Men’s Singles Semi-finals:

1. Hilton bt J. Weatherby 15, 15;
P. Bowen bt B. Clements 15, 18.
Final:

HILTON bt Bowen 19, -21, 14.
Women’s Singles Semi-finals:

S. Lisle bt J. Swain 7, 6;

J. Deakin bt M. Leigh -19, 22, 17.
Final:

LISLE bt Deakin 4, 11.

Men’s Doubles Semi-finals:
Hilton/Bowen bt A. Taylor/A. Worthington
=20, 15, 13;
J. Depledge/T. Hatton bt P. D’Arcy /M. Hankey
, 18.
Final:
HILTON/BOWEN bt Depledge/Hatton
=23, 10, 12.
Women’s Doubles Semi-finals:
Leigh/Lisle bt Deakin/D. Schofield 15, 13;
E. Bannister/S. Manock bt L. Rigby/Swain 21, 17.
Final:
LEIGH/LISLE bt Bannister/Manock 5, 6.

Mixed Doubles Semi-finals:

Hilton/Leigh bt D. Hulme/Schofield -13, 14, 16;
Hankey/Deakin bt Bowen/Lisle 20, 19. '
Final:

HILTON/LEIGH bt Hankey/Deakin 20, -17, 16.
Junior Singles Semi-finals:

A. Taylor bt 1. Weatherby 12, 18;

A. Worthington bt D. Mayall 11, 10.

Final:

TAYLOR bt Worthington -19, 14, 15.

Veteran Singles Semi-finals:

D. Schofield bt T. Donlon -15, 11, 19;

D’Arcy bt R. Rollinson 17, 17.

Final:

SCHOFIELD bt D’Arcy 16, 18.
MS:

Alan Lord bt Ron Vose 16, -18, 15.
WC:

Pam Murphy bt Christine Hilton 14, 17.

What’s on and where

March
17/18—Hartlepools 1-Star Open (Hartlepool, Cleveland).
18—Edinburgh Junior and Youth 2-Star
(Meadowbank Sports Centre, Edinburgh).
24/25—Cleveland Junior ‘Select’ (Eston Sports Centre).
25—SCOTTISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS sponsored by
the Edinburgh Evening News (Meadowbank Sports
Centre).
31—County Championships (7).
April
1—Derby Junior 1-Star Open (Derby).
7—South Yorkshire 2-Star Open (Sheffield).
Millom Junior 1-Star Open (Millom School,
Cumbria).
National Council Meeting (London).
8—Bedford 1-Star Open.
Merton Junior 1-Star Open (Bournemouth).

The growing l(ond in table tennis today, as was demonstrated at the recent
World C| ips in Birmingh. is that most of the playera, whether
attacking or defensive styles, have their own personal bat made to suit
their specific requirements.

It you think about it, it's commonsense. Very few players have similar
strokes on tha backh wing to the f and therefora must use
different rubbers on each side.

Now, iq !hu UK, you can have your own bt made. Tees Spori Limited, the
only British company that specialises entirely in the retail of table tennis
equipment, offers a bat making servica. We have in stock a compiete range
of Butterfly. Joola, Stiga and Halex blades and rubbers, including tha
Bungrﬂy hinoki, the Stiga Profi-Line, the Joola 7-ply in bledes and
Tackiness. Feint, Super Sriver, Sriver, Tempes!, Mark V, Carrere, Supar
Turbo, Anti-loop and Midas rubber in all available thicknesses.

I you need advice on your particular requirements, give us a ring and asr,
to speak 10 our experts, top coach Alan Ransome or World-ranked player
Nicky Jarvis. who will give you the benefit of their extensive experience. If
you know your requirements, just complete the form below and send it to
Tees Sport. We will do the rest and have it back in the post in 24 hours.

Blade

Your personal
from Tees Sport

- EEEENEEENN
& TYPE AND THICKNESS

12/18—5th  COMMONWEALTH CHAMPIONSHIPS
(Meadowbank Sports Centre, London Road,
Edinburgh).
14/15—34th Yorkshire Junior ‘Select’
(Y.P.I. Ferens Recreation Centre, Chanterlands
(ijvenue North, Hull). Commencing at 9 a.m. each
ay.
Cadet and U-11 Finals 7 p.m. Saturday.
Junior Finals at 6 p.m. Sunday.
21/22—Essex 3-Star Open (Wanstead).
21/22—E.T.T.A. U-14 Regional Championships.
22—Cheshire Junior 1-Star Open (Birkenhead).

25 - May 6—35th WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Pyongyang, North Korea.

28/29—Trustee Savings Bank Tunbridge Wells Junior Open,
Sandown Court School, Blackhurst Lane, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent.
Commencing at 9.30 a.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.
Sunday.
Finals U-12 and U-14 7.30 p.m. Saturday.
Junior Finals at 7.30 p.m. Sunday.

hat
!

TACKINESS

Pa

TEES

F/Hand Rubber

R
Specialists in Table Tennis
8 Baker Street Middlesbrough
Cleveland County TS1 2LH

Telephone (0642) 249000

|
n
'C-

. B/Hand Rubber

Add 75p for adhesive&time 75

Post/Packaging 50p.
if totalorder is under £30

TOTAL £ v
E B EEEBEEN»D

i
_
n
50
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COTSWOLD
JUNIOR ‘SELECT’

SKYLET THE WINNER
by Lesiie Smith

The bad weather around the country over the
week-end of Jan. 27/28 caused many scratching
and problems in the Cotswold Junior ‘Select’.

The scratchings meant alterations in the draw
in the doubles events but with the co-operation of
players and organisers alike, play on both days
was completed before 10 p.m.

It was not a good championships for the top
seeds, in the boys’ U-17 the England No. 2 Colin
Wilson was the top seed in the absence of Graham
Sandley (playing in the Czech Open) but he failed
to get past the quarter-final stage losing to Andrew
Bellingham, the losing finalist. The winner was
Skylet Andrew from Essex, Skylet going one better
than in 1978 when, as an unknown, he had lost in
the final to Malcolm Green.

In the girls’ U-17, top seed Sally Midgley lost

in the semi-final to Alison Gordon, Allison being
unable to cope with Helen Williams in the final.

The No. 1 Cadet Boy, Adrian Moore, was a
triple winner, beating Eddie Gorniak in the singles,
pairing with Graham Russell to win the boys’
doubles and the mixed with Cheryl Creasey.

Cheryl Creasey the top Cadet Girl failed to get
past the 3rd round losing to Surrey’s Sarah Cress-
well, who went on to lose in the final to the No. 2
seed Jackie Bellinger.

Details:-

Boys’ Singles Quarter-finals:

A. Bellingham (St) bt C. Wilson (Mi) 21 -15, 18;
G. Gillett (Sx) bt D. Charlery (E) 20,

K. Satchell (Wi) bt C. Papantoniou (M1) 16. 16;
S. Andrew (E) bt J. Souter (Mi) 16, 15
Semi-finals:

Bellingham bt Gillett 18, 11,

Andrew bt Satchell 13, -13, 14.

Final:

ANDREW bt Bellingham 17, -16, 16.

Girls’ Singles Quarter-finals:

S. Midgley (Y) bt G. Pritchard (Dv) 13 14;

A. Gordon (Bk) bt S. Cain (St) 13,

H. Williams (Mi) bt L. Fenneh (Ch) 18 15, 20;
M. Reeves (Mi) bt L. Garbet (Sy) 22-20, 21- 16.
Semi-finals:

Gordon bt Midgley 16, -11, 20;

Williams bt Reeves 16, -17, 13.

Final:
WILLIAMS bt Gordon 20, 18.

Adrian Moore of Sussex, winner of the boys’ cadet singles at the Cotswold ‘Select’.

[ 4 wss

TIES Telephone Or Write
BADGES For Your Edition
TROPHIES Of The Alec Brook
T-SHIRTSAND Catalogue

SWEAT SHIRTS lllustrated In

ALL CLUB INSIGNIA  Full Colour

SPECIAL OFFERS

green small and medium left now £1.25.
T.T. Shades £1.50 (Collection only).
Original Penholder Bats (Butterfly) £5.

T.T. Shirts as worn by the England Squad. Only

Photo by Leo Black, London.

ADB (London) Ltd (Dept. TTN)
31 Ebury Street Victoria SWIW ONZ
Telephone 01-730 0394 (5 lines) Telex 21120

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
AWARDS

We like to remind people, we had
the pleasure and honour of
providing the prizes for Birmingham.
Confidence was placed in us and
everyone was highly delighted,
including we hope the Chinese and
singles winners.

Let us supply your trophies,
medals and awards as well; you
will be more than surprised at the
range we have to offer.

The Special Commemorative
Medal, a superb work of art which
will grace any home, would make
a first class prize for your club
tournament. As we feel clubs
might like to give one to each of
their Singles winners, we are
making a very special offer.

One Medallion complete in a
presentation box — £10
Two Medallions complete in
presentation boxes - £15
Four Medallions complete in
presentation boxes — £25
Including V.A.T. and p./p. L
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Boys’ Doubles Semi-finals:
Wilson/ D. Barr (Bk) bt Charlery/Andrew 19, 17;
S. Holloway 1(‘f:,)/P Bradbury (Bu) bt Glllett/S Moore (Sx)

Final:

WILSON/BARR bt Holloway/Bradbury 14, 18.

Girls’ Doubles Semi-finals:

C. Creasey (Do)/Midgley bt Williams/Reeves -20, 22, 18;

gprdlon/Pritchard bt S. Cresswell (Sy)/Garbet 10, -21, 20.
inal:

GORDON/PRITCHARD bt Creasey/Midgley 15, -23, 19.

Mixed Doubles Semi-finals:

Barr/J. ‘Purslow (Bk) bt Wilson/Williams -12, 18, 17;

l1T§nd11-ew/Gordon bt Souter/Reeves 17, 8.
inal

ANDREW/GORDON bt Barr/Purslow 16, 16.

Boys’ Cadet Singles Quarter-finals:

A. Moore (Sx) bt R. Namdjou (K) 17, 16;

C. Prean (Ha) bt A. Dixon (St) 14, 11;

E. Gorniak (Mi) bt C. Bryan (Li) -18, 12, 21;

D. Sharpe (Bd) bt G. Lambert (Dv) 18, 18.

Semi-finals:

Moore bt Prean -13, 15, 7;

Gorniak bt Sharpe 15, 9.

Final:

MOORE bt Gorniak 15, -13, 14.

Girls’ Cadet Singles Quarter-ﬁnals

Cresswell bt Y. Hall (Le) 10, -18, 15;

L. Bellinger (Bd) bt M. W1111ams (M1) 13 13;

A. Judd (Ca) bt M. Denbow (Ox) 21

J. Bellinger (Bd) bt J. Richard (Sk) 12 16

Semi-finals:

Cresswell bt L. Bellinger 17, 19;

J. Bellinger bt Judd 15, 13.

Final:

J. BELLINGER bt Cresswell 6, 18, =

Boys’ Cadet Doubles Semi-finals:

J. Duffield (Wo)/Dixon bt Sharpe/C. Luscombe (Bd) 13, 15;

i\goo;elG. Russell (Sy) bt K. Kavanagh/Gorniak 15, 8.
inal:

MOORE/RUSSELL bt Duffield/Dixon 16, 8.

Girls’ Cadet Doubles Semi-finals:

Bellinger/Bellinger bt C. Creasey (Do)/Hall 15, 20;

Denbow/J. Windle (Ox) bt D. Boughey (Sp)/J. Woodward
©Ox) 9, 14.

Final:

BELLINGER /BELLINGER bt Denbow/Windle 17, 9.

Mixed Cadet Doubles Semi-finals:

Mcl)zre/Creasey bt D. Illingsworth/L. Broomhead (Y)

IF{USSfll/Cresswell bt Sharpe/J. Bellinger 13, 18.

ina

MOORE/CREASEY bt Russell/Cresswell 18, 12,

Boys’ U-12 Singles Seml-ﬁnals

Prean bt I. Smith (Sp) 2, 18

% Blarker (London) bt M. Thomas (Wk) 19, 17.
ina

PREAN bt Barker 19, 10.

Girls’ U-12 Singles Seml-ﬁnals

L. Bellinger bt S. O’Leary (Dv) 11, 13;

L. Goldsmith (Mi) bt T. Moore (Sx) 11 7.

Final:
L. BELLINGER bt Goldsmith 15, 17.

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

PROTEST

On behalf of our Association I must protest
most strongly about Tony Darbyshire’s comments
in the Midland League Report of the December
issue, referring to the behaviour of our Junior ‘A’
side during their match against Cheltenham.

The indignation of the Team Captain, (a res-
ponsible E.T.T.A. Coach), and my Committee can
well be imagined when it is realised that this was
our first knowledge that there was any cause for
complaint, as the match had been well contested
throughout.

Whilst agreeing with the general remarks about «
sportsmanship, I do not think this journal is the
place for complaints that should have been made
through the correct channels, and so investigated

in the proper manner.
J. T. ELLIOTT,
Chairman, Coventry and District T.T.A.
53 Watercall Avenue,
Styvechale,
Coventry CV3 5AW,

EXCHANGE WANTED

I'm a 39-year-old employee of the Mainichi
Newspapers, Tokyo, Japan and the captain of the
Mainichi Table Tennis Club. To harden my body,
I play table tennis and to improve my brain, I
study English. Though I’ve never been to England,
I’'ve much interest in your country which I respect.
I want to exchange letters with English people who
are interested in Japan and playing table tennis.
I would be much obliged if you introduced me tc
some, if possible those working on a newspaper.

ISAMU KIMURA,
Advertising Department of the
Mainichi Newspapers.

1-1-1, Hitotsubashi,
Chiyoda-Ku,
TOKYO 100,
Japan.
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NORWICH UNION
GRAND PRIX

& NORWICH UNION
MASTERS
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In 1978/79 the NORWICH UNION GRAND
PRIX was based on the International Open Cham-
pionships of France, Yugoslavia, Scandinavia,
Czechoslovakia, the Norwich Union International
Championships, the Norwich Union Trophy and
the Stiga Welsh Open. Points were allocated to
players at each event in relation to success
achieved.

The NORWICH UNION MASTERS is, in effect,
the Grand Final of the Grand Prix, and will be
held at Middleton Hall, Milton Keynes — situated
approximately halfway between London and
Birmingham — on 29th, 30th and 31st May, 1979.

During these three days, the fourteen leading
points scorers in this season’s Grand Prix, the
reigning European Champion, Gabor Gergely, and
the new World Champion from Pyongyang will
be invited to compete for the title of NORWICH
UNION MASTER 1979 and total prize money of
more than £5,000.

The leading 24 players in the 1978/79 Grand
Prix are shown below and should any players be
unable to take their places at Milton Keynes, such
vacancies will be filled strictly in order of merit
on the list.

1. Tibor Klampar (HUN)
2. Milan Orlowski (CZE)

3. Gabor Gergely (HUN)
4. Desmond Douglas (ENG)
5. Ulf Thorsell (SWE)

6. Li Chen Shih (CHI)

7. Shih Chih Hao (CHI)

8. Tibor Kreisz (HUN)

9. Lu Chi Wei (CHI)

10. Josef Dvoracek (CZE)
11. Peter Stellwag (GFR)
12. Dragutin Surbek (YUG)
13. Huang Liang (CHI)

14. Janos Takacs (HUN)
15. Kuo Yao Hua (CHI)

16. Stellan Bengtsson (SWE)
17. Istvan Jonyer (HUN)

18. Jacques Secretin (FRA)
19. Jochen Leiss (GFR)

20. Liang Ke Liang (CHI)

21. Engelbert Huging (GFR)
22. Lans Franklin (SWE)
23. Michael Appelgren (SWE)
24. Andozeg Grubba (POL)

The sixteen players in the NORWICH UNION
MASTERS will be divided into two groups of
eight, with all playing all in each group. All
matches will be the best of three games and play
throughout the tournament will be on one Dunlop
Championship table. Dunlop Super balls will be
used.

Each day will be divided into three playing
sessions, and each player will make one appear-
ance per session, excepting the finals evening.

The schedule of play is:-

Morning Sessions:

09.30 \?V%?S:éay; Four matches from

Thursday = ) each group.

Afternoon Sessions:

14.00 Tuesday )
Wednesday )

Thursday )

Four matches from
each group.

Quarter-finals
Matches for positions 9 to 16
Evening Sessions:

19.00 Tuesday )
Wednesday )

Thursday )

Four matches from
each group.

Semi-finals
Matches for positions 3 to 8
Final
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THREE-DAY TICKETS MORNING SESSION  Tues
£7-25 £10-00 (09-30HRS) Wed
WHOLE - DAY TICKETS Thurs
Tues AFTERNOON SESSION Tues
Wed ; £2:75 £4:00 {14-00HRs) We
Thurs) £3-50 £4.50 Quarter-finals
GROUP DISCOUNTS EVENING SESSION Tues
One free ticket for every (13-00HRs) Wed

ten whole-day or Semi-finais. Final
three-day tickets

purchased

inBlocks Aand C.

Approximately nine hours of international table tennis daily. All players
will play one matchin each session except. obviously, the tinal night.

Every player competing in the NORWICH
UNION MASTERS will receive prize money.
Allocations ‘as follows:-

Winner 1,000 guineas (£1,050)
Runner-up £600
3rd place £450
4th place £400
Sth place £350
6th place £325
7th place £300
8th place £275
9th place £250
10th place £230
11th place £210
12th place £190
13th place £170
14th place £150
15th place £130
16th place £110

Where an amateur player qualifies for prize
money over the prescribed limits, that money will
be paid to the player’s Association.

The prize of £500 to the player accumulating
the most points in the Grand Prix has been won
by Tibor Klampar, and this will be presented to
him at Milton Keynes.

Tues ) 125 £1.75
Thurs) £1-50 £2-00
| £1:50 £2.00
Thurs) £2-00 £2-50
The higher priced tickets are for individual

numbered seats in Blocks B and D. The lower
priced are for numbered bench seating

TICKETS OBTAINABLE ONLY FROM:
City Information Centre

Milton Keynes Development Corporation
PO Box 1

Central Milton Keynes MK9 3BR

(From where information on Hotels

and Boarding Houses can also be
obtained)

75p £1-25

NORWICH
UNION

INSURANCE

|

NEXT MONTH

Coverage in the next issue will include the
Norwich Union English Championships at Woking
where Desmond Douglas won the men’s singles
crown for the second time and Jill Hammersley
secured the women’s title for the sixth time. Their
respective final victims were Douggie Johnson and
Karen Witt.

John Woodford will be covering. the Global
tournament played at Greenwich in which Douglas
won the top prize of £1,000 with a final 12, 16, 12
win over Nicky Jarvis. Jill Hammersley won both
the “A” and “B” events, open to both men and
women, her final victim in the A class event being
Brian Kean.

At Bradford John Hilton won the Yorkshire
2-Star Open men’s singles beating Derek Schofield
13, 16 in the final. Melody Ludi won the women's
singles with a final win over Cheryl Buttery.

Max Crimmins was the winner of the Coventry
1-Star Open, the counterpart women’s event being
won by Karen Groves of Warwickshire.

Reports on all the foregoing events plus other
features of interest will be contained within the
April issue.

JAQUES SiGN SCHOOLBOY CHAMPION

News from John Jaques of the signing that took place recently of the current U.K. School-
boy Table Tennis Champion, Colin Wilson. Colin has just been selected for the full Senior
Team to compete in the Commonwealth Championship in Edinburgh later this year and ‘s

now ranked number 12 amongst the seniors.

He has competed in the 1976, 1977 and 1978 European Youth Championships and in
addition to all this, later this year sits 7 ‘O’ and 3 ‘A’ level G.C.E.’s

Colin will be using Jaques equipment and clothing and adds his name to the increasing
number of top juniors now using Jaques products.

Our photograph shows Colin and Christopher Jaques signing the agreement with Jaques
Tournament and Promotions administrator, John Waterhouse, looking on.



EXETER JUNIOR 1-STAR

VENUE SURVIVES STRIKES
by Keith Ponting

The Exeter League were very lucky on Saturday,
Feb. 3 in that the strikes and work to rule by
local authority workers did not affect the St.
Thomas High School Sports Hall and the very
popular tournament was able to go ahead as
planned.

Once again a full entry was received and there
was some good table tennis enjoyed all day,
culminating in some very exciting finals.

Local interest was maintained until the end
through 12-year-old Gary Lambert, from Exmouth
who won both the Boys’ U-13 and U-15 events 1n
fine style only to be beaten in the semi-final of
the Boys’ U-17 singles by Andrew Dixon, from
Wolverhampton. Andrew’s more consistent play
gave him a straight games win and he went on
to gain a brilliant win against Paul Stratton, from
London.

Consolation came to David Pilling and Stratton,
the two losing singles finalists when they retained
the Boys’ Doubles title in convincing style against
Plymouth’s Shaun Gwynne and Paul Giles.

In the girls’ events Michelle Ham’s trip from
London was worth while as she beat Exeter’s hope
Sarah O’Leary in straight games to take the U-13
title. Cornwall’s Sharon James did her County
proud in winning both the U-15 and U-17 events
by beating Reading’s Jenny Collins in both finals.
Local pride was restored in the last final through
Devon’s Julie Pritchard and Sarah O’Leary taking
the Girls’ Doubles in a close encounter with
Michelle Hams and Rebecca Russe.

Once again National Referee Stan Ford was the
Referee ably supported by Valerie Addicott.
Devon County Chairman, Don Rattue presented
the awards.

ANDREW DIXON (Staffs)
Photo by Leo Black (London)

Results:-

Boys’ U-13 Singles:

G. Lambert (Dv) bt M. Ellett (Dv) 14, 17.

Boys’ U-15 Singles:

Lambert bt D, Pilling (Mi) 17, -17, 14.

Boys’ U-17 Singles:

A. Dixon (St) bt P. Stratton (Mi) -16, 18, 11.

Boys’ Doubles:

Pill;ng/ Stratton bt P. Giles/S. Gwynne (Dv)
13, 14.

Girls’ U-13 Singles:

M. Hams (Sy) bt S. O’Leary (Dv) 9, 18.

Girls’ U-15 Singles:

S. James (Co) bt J. Collins (Bk) 17, 14.

Girls’ U-17 Singles:

James bt Collins 17, 18.

Girls’ Doubles:

O’L;ary/] . Pritchard (Dv) bt Hams/R. Russe
13, -14, 17

HOSTS REQUIRED

At this time of year the E.T.T.A. office m
Hastings receives requests from Clubs abroad
wishing to visit this country in order to play table
tennis.

The basis of such visits vary in that some
applicants state their willingness to pay their own
way and some ask for hospitality in private homes.
The size of the visiting party is usually around
ten persons and of course holiday times such as
Easter are most popular.

We have received three requests recently, two
from Clubs in Germany both of whom wish to
visit England this Easter. In both cases a preference
is expressed for the South of England, not too far
from London, presumably to facilitate sightseeing.

The third request comes from the U.S.A. and is
for a few boys and girls to come to England in
the July/August period, when they hope to play
competitive table tennis and receive coaching. As
their funds are limited, they request hospitality in
private homes for which they would be willing
to reciprocate in the U.S.A.

If any Club or League is interested in hosting
any foreign team, particularly those mentioned
above, I would appreciate them contacting me so
that they can be put in direct touch with the
enquirer. Obviously, in the cases of the requests
for this Easter an early contact is essential.

ALBERT SHIPLEY,
General Secretary.

BUTTERFLY
SUPER SRIVER BATS

SECRETIN
KENNY STYLE

SRIVER BATS

SECRETIN
KENNY STYLE

BUTTERFLY RUBBERS
TACKINESS C 1.5 mm

CHACK GLUE

T.S.P. RUBBERS

MAGNET
SPECTOL

HALEX

SILVER SPOT BATS
BRONZE SPOT BATS
SILVER SPOT RUBBER

STIGA

MK. V BATS
3-STAR 2.0 mm
Both above available in

3-STAR RUBBER

TABLE TENNIS (DISCOUNT) LTD.

19 COLSON DRIVE, MIDDLETON, MANCHESTER
The Newest Table Tennis Company

JONYER, SURBEK, STIPANCIC, GERGELY or

JONYER, SURBEK, GERGELY, STIPANCIC or

TACKINESS D 1.5 mm or 2.0 mm
SRIVER SandL 1.5 mmor 2.0 mm

FINAL ... e,

BRONZE SPOT RUBBER ...

2000, ALSER, STELLAN or JOHANSSON STYLES
MK. V RUBBER 1.5 mm or 2.0 mm

Send Cheque or Postal Order — No Postal or Packing Charge to:-

TABLE TENNIS (DISCOUNT) LTD.
19 COLSON DRIVE, MIDDLETON, MANCHESTER
or Large S.A.E. for Comprehensive Price List.

with the Biggest Discounts
List Our
Price Price
..................... £29.95 £25.45
..................... £26.90 £22.90
..................... £23.95 £19.95
...................... £19.95 £16.95
..................... £9.95 £8.45
................ £9.95 £8.45
............ £7.85 £6.60
..................... 65p 55p
..................... £8.50 £7.25 L
..................... £4.95 £4.25
..................... £5.75 £4.95
..................... £6.95 £5.95 I

...................... £14.65 £8.99
..................... £13.40 £8.99
............. £4.99 £2.99
..................... £4.30 £2.99
..................... £21.95 £19.95
...................... £14.65 £13.25
............. £8.75 £7.99
..................... £6.45 £5.80
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CZECHOSLOVAK
OPEN

ENGLISH DiSAPPOINT
by The Editor

England’s world-ranked Desmond Douglas and
Jill Hammersley failed to make any impact in the
Czechoslovak Open played in Usti nad Labem, the
capital of North Bohemia, over the period Jan.
26/28.

Douglas, a late arrival causing him to miss the
team event, fell in the third round when beaten
18, 11, 20 by Andrzej Grubba of Poland and Jill,
having initially been troubled by Sweden’s Marie
Lindblad who won the first two games, was ousted
in the quarters by Maria Alexandru.

Tibor Klampar won his third Grand Prix title
in winning the men’s singles with a final victory
over his Hungarian Teammate Gabor Gergely but
the shock winner of the women’s title was Gordana
Perkucin of Yugoslavia who beat Ludmila
Bakshutova of the Soviet Union in the final.

In the men’s singles Nicky Jarvis was beaten in
the first round by Antonin Skefo, the Czech No. 7,
and Paul Day was ‘carted’ by Milan Orlowski 4, 10
and 15. Karen Witt, in the women’s singles, was
ousted in the first round by Erzebet Palatinus.
Anita Stevenson disappointed in losing -17, -15,
-12 to Kristina Nilsson of Sweden and Mandy
Smith fell to Dana Hermanova of Czechoslovakia.

Jill and Karen did reach the quarter-final of
the women’s doubles, losing to Gabriella Szabo and
Urban and, at the same stage in the men’s doubles,
Douglas and Jarvis were beaten by Gergely and
Orlowski.

Results:-
Men’s Singles Quarter-finals:
G. Gergely (HUN) bt M. Appelgren (SWE)

15, 21, 11;

T. Kreisz (HUN) bt M. Orlowski (CZE)
-19, -17, 10, 12, 17,
T. Klampar (HUN) bt A. Grubba (POL) 14, 8, 13;
I. Jonyer (HUN) bt S. Dobosi (RUM)
18, 15, -11, 17.
Semi-finals:
Gergely bt Kreisz 12, 17, 15;
Klampar bt Jonyer 17, 12, 19.

Final:

KLAMPAR bt Gergely 11, 18, -14, 17.

Women’s Singles Quarter-finals:

L. BakshutO\;a (USS) bt E. Palatinus (YUG)
19, 15, 15;

C. Bergeret (FRA) bt K. Nilsson (SWE)
11, -16, 21, 12, 20;

G. Perkucin (YUG) bt B. Silhanova (CZE)
14, 13, -19, 17,

M. Alexandru (RUM) bt J. Hammersley (ENG)
21, -14, 13, 11.

Semi-finals:

Bakshutova bt Bergeret 11, 10, -20, 12;

Perkucin bt Aléxandru 22, 17, 14.

Final:

PERKUCIN bt Bakshutova 19, 6, 14.

Men’s Doubles:

P. BIROCHEAU/J. SECRETIN (FRA) bt
Gergely/Orlowski 14, 17.

Women’s Doubles:

G. SZABO/E. URBAN (HUN) bt Silhanova/
L. Uhlikova (CZE) -11, 16, 19.

Mixed ‘Doubles:

Z. KALINIC (YUG)/PERKUCIN bt Klampar/
M. Csik (HUN) 13, 19.

Men’s Team Final:

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 3 Yugoslavia 2

Orlowski bt Kalinic 10, 19;

Dvoracek lost to Surbek 23, -18, -13;

Orlowski/Pansky lost to Kalinic/Surbek
-17, 10, -14;

Orlowski bt Surbek 22, -20, 16;

Dvoracek bt Kalinic 15, 7.

Women’s Team Final:

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 3 Yugoslavia 1

Silhanova bt Perkucin -16, 14, 10;

Uhlikova lost to Palatinus -20, -12;
Silhanova/Uhlikova bt Palatinus/Perkucin 13, 18;
Uhlikova bt Perkucin 16, -17, 20.

England’s men, having been reinstated after
Poland had wrongly switched their two teams, were
beaten 3-0 by Hungary “B” whose Kreisz and
Takacs polished off Day and Jarvis in straight
games.

In the women's team event England had two
bites of the cherry but England I fell in the
quarters to Czecho “B” who turned out Dubinova
and Hrachova. Jill beat them both but not so
Karen who was also on the defeated side in the
doubles. Prior to England’s top girls had beaten
Federal Germany’s Ursula Hirschmuller and
Weibke Hendriksen 3-1 the doubles being the one
lost. Czechoslovakia’s Uhlikova and Silhanova
took out England II (Anita and Mandy) 3-0.

INGREDIBLE OFFER!

9 x 5 POPULAR 15mm TOP
8 x 4 POPULAR 15mm TOP
COUNTY 18mm TOP
AS COUNTY BUT WITH WHEELS
TOURNAMENT 25mm TOP

MASTERS 25mm TOP

TOURNAMENTS

JUDBILLTT

Up to £100 off on

HALEX TABLE TENNIS TABLES
COMPARE THESE PRICES WITH ANY OTHER RETAILER IN THE COUNTRY

EASYFOLD 18mm TOP (ROLL AWAY TYPE)

INTERNATIONAL 25mm TOP AS USED IN 3-STAR

Recommended Our

Price Price

................. £68.25 £44.40
................. £51.50 £33.50
................. £136.50 £88.75
.................... £142.00 £92.30
................. £150.00 £97.50
......... £190.00 £123.50
................. £260.00 £169.00
£320.00 £208.00

We pay the Carriage on all Tables (U.K. only)
IF YOU FIND A RETAILER CHEAPER, WE WILL MATCH THE PRICE
For further details or to order ’Phone or Write to:-

8 THE BROADWAY,
STRATFORD, E15.
Tel. 01-519 4910.

SPORTS
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NORTHANTS NOTES

by Dennis Millman

INTRIGUING ASPECT

The latest TSB County League results have
given the final series of matches at Kettering
Recreation Centre on Sunday, March 24, an
intriguing aspect, for three of the sides taking
part, Northampton, Wellingborough and Kettering,
could still take the honours. However after their
11-0 win over Daventry, Northampton must be
favourites, for a win by any margin over Welling-
borough, would give them the title for a third
successive year. However if Wellingborough
manage to produce the form and the side which
gave them a similar 11-0 win over Towcester, either
they or Kettering could take the trophy, with
Kettering on the day facing a Towcester side which
did not impress recently against the formidable
talents of Gary Alden, Dave Marsh, Brian Danger-
field, Mandy Wallis and Stan Galkowski.

Meanwhile, Peter Edwards, a former Chairman
of the County Association, and the driving force
behind many recent ventures, including the TSB
County League, has resigned his most recent
position as Vice-Chairman on his return to Essex,
where he has taken up an appointment as Secretary
to the Essex County Cricket Club.

If he is able to bring as much enthusiasm and -

dedication to Essex cricket, as he has to Northants
Table Tennis, cricket in the South-East should be
in for an uplifting time in the fairly immediate
future, and the congratulations and best wishes cf
all his colleagues and friends in Northamptonshire
Table Tennis go with him.

The Wellingborough Coaching scene has been
very active recently and an advertisement in
December’s Table Tennis News for the Sitco Robot
swiftly persuaded the members that they should
endeavour to raise the necessary £355.

What at first seemed an impossible task was
surprisingly easy to achieve, for with a combined
effort from the forty members, the money was
raised in less than four weeks.

The club has asked me to thank in these notes,
all those who by their strenuous efforts or by
generous donations made the venture successful,
and furthermore hope, that their achievements will
inspire other clubs and organisations to emulate
them, for in the long term, the game of table
tennis must benefit. Incidentally anyone interested
in a similar scheme, and who would like to see
the Sltc;o Robot in action, could also benefit, by
contacting Dave Marsh at Wellingborough 222528.

_ All three County matches this month have ended
in defeat, with the TSB Juniors 2-8 downfall
against Herts. the most surprising. It is perhaps
just as well that the Cadets, although going down
4-6 to Leicestershire, displayed enough talent to
give hope for the future, as Neil Ridge, Ian
Hawes, Steven Kendall, Jane Nicoll and Jane
Nicoll and Jane Wallis all did enough to suggest
that better things are yet to come.

Another successful Kettering Closed, most
capably organised by Jim Chatburn and JIan
Nicholl, was again dominated by Keith Nicoll,
who comfortably collected five titles, including the
men’s singles for the third year in succession.

Nicoll won the Junior singles for the second
time, partnered Geoff Atkinson to the men’s
doubles, shared a mixed success with Mandy
Wallis and also took the junior doubles with twin
brother Ken.

The men’s singles final was a repeat of last
year’s epic, with Keith once again getting the better
of John Palmer. Nicoll’s controlled aggression,
against Palmer’s accurate defence provided a
fascinating struggle, but youth triumphed in the
end, with Palmer playing his sixth final in nine
years going down in straight games.

Results:-

Men’s Singles Semi-finals:

Keith Nicoll bt G. Atkinson 17, 14;
J. Palmer bt Ken Nicoll 11, 19.
Final:

Keith Nicoll bt Palmer 16, 17.
Women’s Singles Semi-finals:
Mandy Wallis bt Christine Price 16, 9;
Anne Wallis bt Ann Lenton 12, 11.
Final:

Anne Wallis bt Mandy Wallis 19, 15.



EURO-DISTRIBUTORS VISIT STIGA SWEDEN

Stiga AB, manufacturers of the World-famous table tennis equipment, entertained their
European and Scandinavian distributors in Sweden from 15th to 18th January. )
The object of the visit was to unveil their new plans for the 1980’s and launch their
involvement in the World and Commonwealth Championships later this year in Korea and

Scotland.

Mitre Sports of England were represented by Ray Matthews, Marketing Manager.
Commenting on the visit, he said there were some significant and exciting changes in store both
in bats and tables. However, details were being withheld until ISLE.

Stiga once again demonstrated why they are amongst the World’s top manufacturers.
Planning, preparation and organised implementation are their keywords for successful

marketing.

Picture shows Mr. Ewert Mattsson, Stiga Sporting Goods Divisional Director (holding table
tennis bat) with European Distributors and various Stiga Personnel.

Welsh Corner
H. ROY EVANS

EUROPEAN LEAGUE TRIUMPH!

The European League Third Division matches,
played as a curtain raiser to the Stiga Welsh Open,
attracted nine teams, much the biggest ever.

Rumania, having to make a start in the lowest
divisions, nevertheless didn’t send a team, although
Maria Alexandru and Eva Ferenczi came to the
Welsh Open later. Denmark, -having dropped out,
also had to start again from the bottom, and, in
the absence of Rumania, were expected to run
away with the Championship.

The FEuropean Table Tennis Union having
decided that four teams would be promoted, in
order to bring Division 2 up to strength of eight,
it looked as if Wales had to make sure of victories
on the first day.

And this was what happened — Graham Davies,
George Evans and Stephanie Jones disposed of
Malta 7-0, whilst Jersey beat Iceland 4-3, and
Norway “whitewashed” Guernsey.

We continued our winning way in the afternoon
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with a 7-0 win over Jersey with our strongest team
— Alan Griffiths, David Welsman and Stephanie
Jones. Denmark beat Switzerland 5-2, Portugal
beat Guernsey 6-1, and Norway beat Iceland 7-0.

Monday evening saw us with our first big
obstacle — Norway, whose chop defenders and
Guttormsen had caused us problems in the past.
But Paul Guttormsen wasn’t playing and they had
two new men — Johansen and Gierloff. We won
with surprising ease, with both Griffiths and Wels-
man showing impressive form, whilst Stephanie
also played well to beat Hundveen. Seven-nil to
us was just the right medicine.

Tuesday morning brought us another comfort-
able win — Evans, Davies and Stephanie picking
up maximum points, meanwhile Portugal beat
Malta 6-1, and Norway beat Jersey 7-0. In the
second session, Cathryn Jones supplanted Stephanie
against Iceland and helped Alan and David to
another 7-0 win. Switzerland beat Guernsey 7-0,
P(())rtugal beat Jersey 5-2, and Denmark beat Malta
7-0.

We didn’t have a match in the third session, in
which Norway beat Portugal 7-0, Denmark beat
Jersey 7-0, and Switzerland beat Iceland 7-0.

The evening saw us face Switzerland in our
second big task. Welsman lost the opening set
against Hafen, but Alan showed brilliant form in
disposing of Sadecky. Stephanie played very well
but just lost to Wyder, and then Alan and David
combined very convincingly to take the doubles,
and level the scores. Evans and Stephanie beat
Sadecky and Weibel in the third game of the
mixed, and then Alan and David made no mistake
in their remaining singles to take us to a 5-2
victory.

In the meantime Denmark were having problems
with Norway, and it was only Pedersen’s fine play
that pulled them through 4-3, the Norwegians
looking at one time as though they might win.
Guernsey beat Malta 6-1.

On Wednesday morning we had no match.
Portugal beat Iceland 7-0, Denmark beat Guernsey

7-0, Norway beat Malta 7-0, and Switzerland beat
Jersey 7-0.

In the afternoon we had another good 6-1
win over Portugal, with Welsman dropping the
only set. Norway beat Switzerland 5-2. Denmark
beat Iceland 7-0, and Jersey beat Malta 7-0.

And so the scene was set for the last evening,
and the clash between the two unbeaten sides
Denmark and Wales. There were also “Derby”
matches between the others in that last session —
Switzerland v Portugal, which went 7-0 to the
Swiss, Iceland v Malta, which the Icelanders won
6-1, and Jersey v Guernsey, a clash between the
two islands which is of far greater importance to
them than anything else! Guernsey won 4-3, and
there was a great gnashing of teeth in the Jersey
camp.

When Wales faced Denmark, we had the better
record at that point. Both had won 7, but our
figures were 46-3 against Denmark’s 44-5. Griffiths
opened with a fine win over Palle Rud, but
Welsman found Claus Pederson too good for him.
Stephanie Jones took us ahead again with a
splendid victory over Jacobsen, and we went
further ahead when Alan and David played some
brilliant doubles to beat Pedersen and Rud. Then
we had a disappointment, the usually effective
partnership of George Evans and Stephanie Jones
going down to Pedersen and Annie lLarsen, the
significant feature of that match being the apparent
ease with which Larsen hit George’s usually
difficult chop!

So our lead was reduced to 3-2, and that was
further eroded when Alan found Claus in devastat-
ing form and lost two-straight.

Four all — and David to face Rud. David won
the first easily, then lost a whole lot of points to
go well behind in the second. He fought back, but
too late. He again built up a good lead in the
decider, and even when he lost a lot of it and
stood leading at 19/16, we felt we had won the
Championship. But Rud battled on, and with
David losing his cool a little, the Dane made it
20-all. Then it was advantage in and advantage
out, until Rud brought off a hard cross court
forehand that David just couldn’t get to, and so
we lost. But it was a fine match and the crowd,
though disappointed, gave both teams warm

applause.
The Final table was as follows:-

PWILF AP
Denmark 8 8 0 48 8 8
Wales ..................... 8 7 1 49 7 17
Norway 8 6 2 43 13 6
Switzerland ..................... 8 5 3 41 15 5
Portugal 8 4 4 25 31 4
Guernsey 8 3 5 16 40 3
Jersey 8 2 6 16 40 2
[celand 8 1 7 11 45 1
Malta 8 08 3 53 0




REVISED SENIOR
RANKINGS

The E.T.T.A. Selection Committee meeting in
Woking over the weekend of Feb. 24/25 have
issued a revised senior ranking list. As expected,
Desmond Douglas and Jill Hammersley maintained
their positions at the top of the men’s and women’s
list and both Nicky Jarvis and Karen Witt stay at
No. 2. Surrey’s Linda Howard goes back to No. 3
from the No. 9 position she fell to in the last
list because of her success in the Stiga Welsh Open
and the Cleveland 3-Star.

In the men’s list Jimmy Walker’s consistent form
of late has taken him back up the list to No. 3,
while Donald Parker rises from No. 17 to No. 4
thanks to his win in the Cleveland 3-Star and
reaching the semi-final of the Norwich Union
English Championships. The highest new entry is
the ex-top Junior Kenny Jackson of Essex who
comes in at No. 13 after producing some very
good results. The biggest fall is Surrey’s Max
Crimmins who drops from No. 4 to No. 14 because
of his lack of significant victories. Revised placings
(previous positions in brackets):-

Men

Desmond Douglas (Wa) (1)
Nicky Jarvis (Cv) (2)
Jimmy Walker (Cv) (5)
Donald Parker (La) (17)
Douglas Johnson (Wa) (10)
John Hilton (La) (6)
Mark Mitchell (Mi) (19)
Paul Day (Ca) (3)

Alan Fletcher (Y) (7)
10. John Dabin (K) (9)

11. Nigel Eckersley (Ch) (14)
12. Colin Wilson (Mi) (12)
13. Kenneth Jackson (E) (—)
14. Max Crimmins (Sy) (4)
15. Peter McQueen (Cv) (11)
16. Graham Sandley (Mi) (13)
17. Robert Potton (E) (18)

18. David Wells (Sy) (—)

19. Denis Neale (Cv) (8)

20. David Newman (E) (—)

Women

1. Jill Hammersley (Bu) (1)
2. Karen Witt (Bk) (2)

3. Linda Howard (Sy) (9)
4. Anita Stevenson (Le) (3)
5. Carole Knight (Cv) (6)
6.
7
8
9

et il ud M

Melody Ludi (Y) 4)
Mandy Smith (Bk) (5)
Karen Rogers (Le) (8)

. Suzanne Hunt (Li) (7)
10. Angela Mitchell (Mi) (12)
11. Alison Gordon (Bk) (10)
12. Helen Williams (Mi) (14)
13. Sally Midgley (Y) (11)
14. Angela Tierney (Cv) (16)

The following players have not been ranked
due to the reasons given, but for the assistance of
Tournament Organisers the places given are for
seeding purposes:-

9A Chris Sewell (Av) (9A) — Long period of
illness.

17A Tony Clayton (Y) (17A) — Unranked (member
of the National Selection Committee).

Omitted from the previous list are Chris Rogers
(Le) (15), John Kitchener (Sk) (16), Les Eadie (E)
(20), and, on the distaff side, Lesley Radford (E)
(13) and Susan Lisle (Ch) (15).

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

THE MISSING LINKS

Is it not the time for sweeping changes in the
game of table ténnis? Not on the actual playing
‘field” where the rules are as near perfection as
will ever be possible, but in the presentation to
the public at large.

With acknowledgements to a famous quotation
in the game of Draughts, my table tennis version
would go:- “Everyone plays table tennis but com-
paratively few are table tennis watchers™!

It is sadly only too easy to see the reason why.
Go to the average, one, two or even three star

tournaments. You are usually presented with a
massive jungle of tables, clearly numbered to en-
sure that competitors can quickly get to their
playing tables. But what of spectators? They can
wander around the maze of tables to view a player
they may particularly want to watch and if they
are especially lucky may find a nearby seat not
already clotted up with sports bags and picnic
foods of the contestants.

I feel that it is very wrong to put tables up in
every possible playing space in the arena to
ensure the maximum number of entries. To me the
Reading Junior event played in February, set the
fashion for future tournaments. Here they had
three centre tables and alongside a splendid
spectator seating Stand. On the main two tables,
complete with active large scoreboards, we saw
mostly Belgian players who, particularly the girls,

JOOLA !

€€ 'm changing to
Joola Carbon Fibre because |
find my loop is far faster and |
can win a point more easily from
the 3rd or 4th ball attack. My

backhand control
is better, 100. 99

Donald Parker wearing
the Joola tournament shirt. »

put on some wonderful entertaining matches
against our best in the tournament.

Spectators thoroughly enjoyed the rare privilege
of following with ease the excitement on both
these tables and entered into the right spirit with
rounds of applause for exceptionally good rallies
etc.

Thus I strongly advocate two side by side ‘centre
courts’ complete with scoreboards. All players to
wear identity numbers for easy reference in a
‘who’s who’ (duplicated) programme. Then and
only then, will the game really come into the
public eye. That must be the set pattern for all
future star tournaments.

GEORGE SMITH,

74 The Readings,
Harlow, Essex.

JOOLA JOOLA JOOLA JOOLA

Bamboo
Slash p

JOOLA RUBBER
CHANGING KIT

c sing bat eftect.
omprising ba .
tape, cutting knife, Volt:

glue and glue brush.

Bamboo Slash: The
pimplés are cut away
at an angle, so giving
a totally different

The
straight long pimple
development.

Thermo Bat Wallet 4

“To gain the best grip
from your rubber it’s vital
that it stays warm. My
new Joola Thermo
Wallet keeps it just right,
as well as giving strong
protection”

Donald Parker

latest

8 Baker Street, Middlesbrough, Cleveland County, TS1 2LH.

P@RW

Specialists in Table Tennis

Telephone (0642) 217844/5,249000 (24 hr. answering service)
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IRISH NOTES

by WILLIE WALSH
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STIGA IRISH OPEN

The Stiga Irish Open Championships which were
held in the Leisureland Complex, Salthill, Galway,
was badly hit by scratchings owing to the weather.
The large entry was decimated when players, par-
ticularly from Dublin, failed to travel. This turned
out to be a tragedy for the organisers, who had
twelve tables, but not enough matches most of the
time to use them.

If the quantity of players was low, the quality
made up for this with all of the Irish-ranked
players competing, plus a formidable foursome
from England — Melody Ludi, Jimmy Walker,
Alan Fletcher and John Dabin.

Walker won the Men’s Singles and the Mixed
with his fiancee Karen Senior, and was runner-up
with Pat Glynn to Fletcher and Dabin in the Men's
Doubles.

Melody Ludi beat Karen Senior in the Women’s
final but was beaten in the finals of the Women’s
and Mixed Doubles.

In the Men’s semi-finals, Walker beat Dabin, 12
in the third after losing the first set -14. Irish No.
1, 14-year-old Colum Slevin lost to Fletcher -20
in the 3rd in the other semi. Slevin is playing very
well at the moment, but is not having the best of
luck. He is losing sets in the third game, that
he could win with a little more maturity. Now
that Jim Langan has “abdicated” he is the new
‘king’ of Irish Table Tennis and with more ex-
perience, he should have a long reign.

Melody Ludi became the new Women’s cham-
pion when she beat the holder — Karen Senior.
Melody won the first game 15, but in the second
Karen led 20-19 but Melody won the next three
points to clinch the title.

Ireland’s No. 1 and 2 — Karen Senior and Anne
Leonard beat Melody Ludi and another Irish
International Liz Cash in the Women’s Doubles.

The Men’s Doubles was an all-English affair —
Fletcher and Dabin beat Walker and Glynn in a
‘cliff-hanger’ 23, -18, 19.

A very welcome visitor to Ireland for the
championships was the very popular Chairman of
the English T.T.A., Mr. Tom Blunn. We all hope
lﬁe enjoyed his visit as much as we enjoyed having

im,
Men’s Singles Semi-finals:
J. Walker bt J. Dabin -14, 13, 12;
A. Fletcher bt C. Slevin -17, 12, 20.
Final:
WALKER bt Fletcher 7, 19.
Women’s Singles Semi-finals:
K. Senior bt Kathleen Murray 7, 8;
M. Ludi bt A. Leonard -18, 12, 13.
Final:
LUDI bt Senior 15, 20.
Women’s Doubles Final:
SENIOR/LEONARD bt Ludi/Cash -20, 11, 19.
Men’s Doubles Final:
FITZ};TCI-%ER/ DABIN bt Walker/P. Glynn (Wa)
, -18, 19.
Mixed Doubles Final:
WALKER/SENIOR bt Fletcher/Ludi 18, 19,

EUROPEAN LEAGUE
GREEK TRAGEDY FOR IRELAND

Ireland lost their European League 1st Division
match to Greece in Athens, when after losing the
first two sets, they won the next three and then
before a frenzied audience they lost the last two.
As the score stood 3-all, from the time John
Mandilas and Kevin Keane went to the table the
large Greek crowd made the Hampden Roar pale
to a whisper. Every time Mandilas hit a shot that
in any way resembled a winner, they cheered,
whistled and stamped their feet. The whole evening
really proved a nerve-wracking experience for this
young Irish team.

This is the 3rd match Ireland lost this year 3-4,
which if they are relegated — which now seems
likely — will indeed be a sad season. With Karen
Senior at 22 years of age, Kevin Keane (19) and
Colum Slevin (14), this is a young, but very
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promising team which only needs a bit more ex-
perience in the cauldron of European competition.

Karen Senior proved she is a player above the
average women’s standard in the 1st Division when
she beat Miss F. Galanou, 7, 10.

Slevin won the first game aaginst Mandilas, 14,
and after leading nearly all the way lost the second
-19. Mandilas won the third 15.

C. Priftis was a convincing winner over both
Slevin and Keane, but the Irish duo caused a shock
and temporarily stunned the spectators to silence
when they recovered from a 10-16 deficit in the
second game after losing the first to win 19, 13.

Ireland won the mixed comfortably when Miss
Galanou proved to be a little out of her class,

Keane and Karen won 15, 16.

Results (Greek names first):-

C. Priftis bt K. Keane 11, 13.

J. Mandilas bt C. Slevin -14, 19, 15.

F. Galanou lost to K. Senior -7, -10.
Priftis/Makrig lost to Keane/Slevin 14, -15, -13.
Priftis/Galanou lost to Keane/Senior -15, -16.
Priftis bt Slevin 12, 13.

Mandilas bt Keane 10, -19, 15.

WEATHERGLAZE OPEN

The well organised one day Weatherglaze Open
in the Presentation College Hall, Bray, Co.
Wicklow, saw Colum Slevin and Anne Leonard
justify their ranking. Slevin beat Kevin Keane in
the Men’s final and together they won the Men’s
Doubles when they beat Brian Finn and the Irish
domiciled Greek Theo Karrellas.

Anne ILeonard beat Dolores Keller in the
women’s final but they lost the doubles final to
Miss M. McNeill and Miss C. Wann -16 in the
3rd. Anne completed a double when she won the
Mixed partnered by her brother Kieran.

Results:-

Women’s Singles Semi-finals:

D. Keller bt C. Wann 20, -17, 13;

A. Leonard bt G. Leonard 15, 13.

Final:

LEONARD bt Keller 12, 16,

Men’s Singles Semi-finals:

K. Keane bt K. Leonard 19, 19;

C. Slevin bt B. Larrigan 18, 14.

Final:

SLEVIN bt Keane -17, 16, 11.

Mixed Doubles Final:

K. and A. LEONARD bt Keane/Keller -20, 16, 12.
Women’s Doubles Final:

M. McNEILL/WANN bt A. Leonard/Keller

-12, 19, 16.

Men’s Doubles Final:
KEANE/SLEVIN bt B. Finn/T. Karrellas 18, 18.

MUNSTER OPEN

The guarter-finals provided the closest finishes
in the Munster Open at Limerick. With several
Juniors involved the prospects for the future look
brighter than they have for some time.

Terry Dolan of Galway in his first year as a
senior lost -20 in the third to International Alistair
Cairns (Bangor). Mickey Greene (Dublin) lost to
current international Kevin Keane (Dublin) -18 in
the third and Frankie Glynn of Limmerick lost 20,
-19, -21 to Colum Slevin. In the last quarter Joe
Hickey (Dublin) beat Derek Weir (Newtownards)
20, 13.

In the semis, Keane beat Hickey 19 in the third
with a high loopmg return which just caught the
finest corner of the table. Slevin had a comfortable
win against Cairns 10, 15 although the score in the
second belies the quality of the game with Cairns
spectacularly retrieving some wonderful shots from
all corners of the playing area. The final was an
anti-climax with Slevin beating Keane 8, 17.

Anne Leonard (Dublin) took the Women’s
Singles title in her customary manner beating Mary
Sheehan (Limerick) -16, 12, 10. At 11-all in the
second after losing the ﬁrst it looked as if Anne
was in trouble but Mary could not sustain the
effort. Anne in partnership with Liz Cash (Comber)
easily won the Women’s Doubles beating Mary and
Anne McLoughlin (Limerick) 18, 11 in the final.
The Men’s Doubles final produced an upset when
Cairns and Weir beat Slevin and Keane 16, -17, 15.
After their win against the Austrians in the
Buropean League match it was a surprise to see
them go down, but the Cairns-Weir partnership 1s
a long-standing one, and their greater experience
proved adequate to the occasion.

AUGUST T.T. COURSES
ORGANISED BY THE NATIONAL
COACHING COMMITTEE OF THE E.T.T.A.

Sun. 5/Sat. 11

Coaching Course at Littlehampton, Sussex.

Staff:

National Coach with assistance from an Inter-
national player and E.T.T.A. 2* and 1* Coaches.
Names now to Gordon Steggall, Mayfield, South
Green, Fingringhoe, Colchester, Essex. ’Phone:
0206-28-313,

Region 2 by application

Sun. 12/Sat. 18 Staff as above.

Region 2 by selection

Sun. 19/8at. 25

Staff:

National Coach and E.T.T.A. Diploma Coaches.
Cost per week on all courses - £49.

Yorkshire’s Melody Ludi, winner of the women’s singles title in the Stiga Irish Open.

5



























THE 1979 STIGA WELSH OPEN
TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS

MILAN ORLOWSKI

(Czechoslovakia)

RECORD FOURTH WIN FOR JILL
by George R. Yates

Overshadowing the record fourth win by Jill
Hammersley in the women’s singles event of the
Stiga Welsh Open, played at the National Sports
Centre for Wales in Cardiff’'s Sophia Gardens over
the period Feb. 9/11, was the feat of Czecho-
slovakia’s Milan Orlowski in winning the men’s
singles, men’s doubles — with Gabor Gergely of
Hungary — and the mixed, with Eva Ferenczi of
Rumania.

The men’s team event was won by Hungary,
who beat Yugoslavia 3-1 the latter country’s
Branka Batinic and Erzebet Palatinus winning the
women's doubles. But it was England’s Jill
Hammersley and Linda Howard who triumphed
in the women’s team event beating Hungary’s
Judit Magos and Gabriella Szabo 3-2 in a fascinat-
ing midnight finish.

In this latter event Jill and Linda, representing
England I, were in receipt of a first round bye and
a gentle easing into the competition with a match
against Turkey which must have proved a ‘delight’.
Belgiuni's Germiat sisters, Marie-France and
Veronique, caused little more effort except in the
doubles but from thereon the path became rugged.

The semi-finals had England facing Sweden 1
represented by Ann-Christin Hellman and Marie
Lindblad, the former ranked No. 2 behind Judit
Magos and one position higher than Jill in the
revised European classifications. And it was Hell-
man who drew first blood by beating Linda in
the opening set only for Jill to equate the match
score with a win over Lindblad.

The English girls showed their expertise in
winning the doubles but then Jill faltered for,
after winning her opening game against Hellman,
she slid to defeat in the next two leaving Linda
the task of accounting for Lindblad for the match.
This she did but only after losing the first game
-13 and getting home 22-20 in the second.

Photo by Geoff Newman of Maldon, Essex.

Matters were repeated in the final encounter
against Hungary although the pattern was some-
what different. Initially Jill hammered off Gabrielle
Szabo, 8 and 10, but Linda, after winning her
opening game against Magos, went down in the
next two and the Hungarians went into a 2-1 lead
with victory in the doubles.

Jill then equated the match score in beating
Magos and once again it was Linda who had to
face up to the pressures of winning her final set,
against Szabo, for the match. Coming back from
an opening game deficit, Linda showed her mettle
in winning the next two for England to take the
cheers and the title.

England’s second string team in this event, Karen
Witt and Anita Stevenson — the pair accompany
Jill Hammersley to Pyongyang — began with a
3-1 win over Luxembourg the one to get away
being a loss for Anita against Carine Risch. But
against Risch and the formidable Jeanny Dom,
Karen had no trouble at all although the doubles
p}ll'p\(/ied troublesome with a 22-20 victory in the
third.

Curtains came in the subsequent round against
Rumania whose master tactician Maria Alexandru
and reigning European Youth champion, Eva
Ferenczi, swallowed up our girls without so much
as a hiccup.

MEN’S TEAM
England I in the men’s team event was
represented by Desmond Douglas and his fellow
Bundesliga player Jimmy Walker. They began
their run by beating Norway 3-1 Jimmy losing to
Jorgen Gierloff who Des beat 9 and 10!

Then followed a match against the team from
the principality with the Welsh dragon in evidence
on the shirts of Alan Griffiths and David Welsman.
And here again, it was Jimmy who failed in losng
to Griffiths in the opening set. But Des shrugged
off the setback by accounting for both Welshmen
in straight games with a doubles win sandwiched
between.

That win took us into the quarter-finals and
opposition in the persons of Ulf Thorsell and
Lars Franklin, representing Sweden I, who had
ﬁe%o{ff) Netherlands II (3-0) and Federal Germany

Des continued his winning ways in disposing of
Franklin in the opening set only for Jimmy to blot
his copybook once again by losing to Thorsell.
And worse was to follow when the Swedes took
the doubles 9 and 12. Des then beat Thorsell
leaving Jimmy with the unenviable task of ‘taking’
Franklin for survival.

The Clevelander began like a thunderbolt, to
the tune of 8 in the first game, but it was Franklin
who won the second at 22-20 and Jimmy had to
begin all over again. To his credit he stuck
manfully to the task and emerged the winner to
take the team into the semis and a match against
Yugoslavia’s Dragutin Surbek and Anton Stipancic.

Jimmy was first to the table, against Surbek, that
wielder of the sledge hammer, who thrashed home

JILL HAMMERSLEY
(England)

Photo by Geoff Newman of Maldon, Essex.
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ULF THORSELL
(Sweden)

Photo by Geoff Newman of Maldon, Essex.

in straight games. As in Duisburg, in the European
Championships, Des was not intent on losing a
set nor did he beating both Yugoslavs to equate
the match score after defeat in the doubles.

Once again, as against the Swedes, it was Jimmy
who claimed the spotlight in the final meeting
with Stipancic and in winning the first game hopes
were high. But they were subsequently dashed as
Stipancic got a grip and never let go in the next
two.

England II in this event had John Hilton and
Alan Fletcher as a team and in losing 1-3 to
Dénmark failed to inspire.

Claus Pedersen was the match winner for the
Dadnes beating both Englishmen, Hilton over three,
the Lancashire player having previously beaten
Palle Rud 7 and 12. But a -15, -8 reverse in the
doubles sealed their fate.

Hungary, the eventual winners, beat Yugoslavia
3-1 with Tibor Klampar, twice a victor in singles,
and Gabor Gergely and Istvan Jonyer successful
in the doubles. Surbek was the losing finalists’ only
winner beating Jonyer 24-22 in the third.

INDIVIDUALS

Jill Hammersley in winning the women’s singles
title for a record fourth time — her first as Miss
Shirley in 1971 — broke the 3-way tie of triple
successes which she had shared with Diane Rowe
(Mrs. Ebby Scholer) and Ilona Vostova of
Czechoslovakia.

Relaxing her grip only in the third game of
her final encounter with Ann-Christin Hellman,
Jill regained her confidence in the fourth to take
the title 3 games to 1. En route to her success Jill

had put down the challenge of Marianne
Domonkos (Canada), Marie Lindblad, Ursula
Hirschmuller (Federal Germany) — this after
18031gg the first game -7 — and, in the semis,
zabo.

England’s only other player to reach the last
eight was Karen Witt who, after victories over
Sandra de Kruiff (Netherlands) and, remarkably,
Ferenzi, fell to Szabo in the quarters. Linda
Howard after beating Karen Senior of Ireland fell
to Weibke Hendriksen (Federal Germany) and
Anitz::l Stevenson fell foul of Alexandru in the first
round.

Douglas, holder of the men’s singles title and
undefeated in the team event, was the focal point
of great expectations moreso after his quarter-
final victory over Klampar who, this season, has
carried Europe on his back.

But sadly the Warwickshire left-hander allowed
his semi-final opponent, Ulf Thorsell, to upset him
with a little gamesmanship and a slowing down of
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the tempo, a tactic that paid off for the Swede
who, against Orlowski in the final, was just as
ineffective.

No other Englishman succeeded into the last
eight, Walker falling to Surbek and Max Crimmins
to Gergely in the previous round. Hilton went out
over five games to Engelbert Huging (Federal
Germany) and Fletcher to another German, Peter
Stellwag in Round 1.

All three doubles events were latterly contested
without an English pairing being involved but in
taking two titles in a competition that boasted
nationals from 27 countries England can justifiably
feel proud of their achievements.

So too can Nancy and Roy Evans who, as ever
in their own domain, worked like trojans to make
the tournament the success it was despite adverse
weather conditions and a depth of snow which, at
one time, over the weekend, caused the M4 to be
closed.

But come rain, snow, or what you will the show
had to go on, and so it did . . . successfully.

Results:-
MEN’S TEAM
Preliminary Round

Netherlands II 3 Guernsey 0

A. Vlieg bt D. Rihoy 10, 11;

H. Gootzen bt C. Elliott 11, 8;
Gootzen/Vlieg bt M. Pipet/G. Willcocks 18, 11.
Spain 3 Jersey 0

J-M. Pales bt M. Le Molgnan 13, 13;

S. Moles bt R. Vincent 12,

Moles/Pales bt Le Mmgnan/Vmcent 19, 15.
Israel II 3 Ireland 0

J. Bogan bt D. Weir 16, 20;

A. Rosenbaum bt J. Hickey 12, 17;
Bogan/Rosenbaum bt Hickey/Weir 20, 17.

Round I

Sweden I 3 Netherland II 0
Federal Germany II 3 Scotland 0
H-J. Nolten bt R. Yule 16, 19;
R. Wosik bt K. Rodger 12, 19;
Nolten/Wosik bt Rodger/Yule 8, 17.
Wales I3 Israel 11
D. Welsman lost to D. Pollak -19, -26;
A. Griffiths bt S. Mendleson 13,

bt Pollak 19, 15;
Gnﬁiths/Welsman bt Mendelson/Pollak 11, 18.
England I 3 Norway I 1
J. Walker lost to J. Gierloff -19, 14, -21;
D. Douglas bt T. Johansen 19,

bt Gierloff 9, 10;
Douglas/Walker bt GlerloH/Johansen 11, 11.
Yugoslavia 3 Iceland 0
Switzerland 3 Canada 1
Federal Germany I 3 Spain 0
Luxembourg 3 Wales II 0
C. Putz bt G. Davies 17, 12;
J. Krier bt G. Evans 14, 16;
Krier/Putz bt Davies/Evans 10, 20,
Denmark 3 England I1 1

. Pedersen bt A. Fletcher 19, 14;

bt J. Hilton 15, -17,

Rud lost to Hilton -7 -12;
Pedersen/Rud bt Fletcher/Hilton 15, 8.

EVENT

France 3 Turkey 1
Netherlands I 3 Norway II 2
Portugal 3 Belgium 2
Hungary 3 Israel II 0

Round 2:
Sweden I 3 Federal Germany II 1
England I 3 Wales I 1
Walker lost to Griffiths 18, -18, -12;
Douglas bt Welsman 7, 10

bt Griffiths 11, 16;
Douglas/Walker bt Grlﬂiths/Welsman 17, 12.
Yugoslavia 3 Switzerland 0
Spain 3 Malta 0
Federal Germany I 1 Luxembourg 0
Denmark 3 France 2
Sweden II 3 Netherlands I 1
Hungary 3 Portugal 0

Quarter-finals:

England I 3 Sweden I 2

Douglas bt L. Franklin 15, 12;

Walker lost to U. Thorsell 14 -15;
Douglas/Walker lost to Franklm/Thorsell -9,
Douglas bt Thorsell 20, 13;

Walker bt Franklin 8, -20, 17.

Yugoslavia 3 Spain 0

Federal Germany I 3 Denmark 2

Hungary 3 Sweden II 0

Semi-finals:

Yugoslavia 3 England I 2

D. Surbek bt Walker 14, 18;

A. Stipancic lost to Douglas -12, -16;
Stipancic/Surbek bt Douglas/Walker 17, 20;
Surbek lost to Douglas -21, 11, -11;
Stipancic bt Walker -16, 18 5

Hungary 3 Federal Germany 10

I. Jonyer bt P. Stellwag 21, 15;

T. Klampar bt E. Huging 17 l

G. Gergely/Jonyer bt J. Lelss/Stellwag 21, 15.

Final:

HUNGARY 3 Yugoslavia 1

Klampar bt Stipancic 14, 10;

Jonyer lost to Surbek 20 -16 -22;
Gergely/Jonyer bt Stlpancw/Surbek 15, 20;
Klampar bt Surbek 18, 14.

WOMEN’S TEAM EVENT
Round 1

Canada 3 Guernsey 0
G. Nesukaitis bt K. Herquin 18, 12;
M. Domonkos bt A. Lesbirel 9, 6;

Domonkos/Nesukaitis bt Herquin?LesbireI 13, 14,

Sweden II 3 Portugal 0

Yugoslavia 3 Scotland 0

A. Batinic bt C. Dalrymple 11, 14;
E. Palatinus bt K. Hammond 12 l

Batinic/Palatinus bt Dalrymple/Hammond 9, 11.

Rumania 3 Spain 0

England II 3 Luxembourg 1

K. Witt bt J. Dom 13, 9;

A. Stevenson lost to C. Risch -15, 14, -18;
Stevenson/Witt bt Dom/Risch 16 10 20;
Witt bt Risch 11, 10.

Netherlands II 3 Ireland 1

B. Kooten bt A. Leonard 19, 11;

M. v.d. Vliet bt E. Cash 14, 16;

Kooten/v.d. Vliet lost to Cash/Leonard -18, -19;

v.d. Vliet bt Leonard 12, 12,

Sweden I 3 Switzerland 0

Federal Germany II 3 Iceland 0

Netherlands I 3 Wales 1

L. Bois lost to S. Jones -13, -19;

S. de Kruiff bt C. Jones 13, 9;

Bois/de Kruiff bt Jones/Jones 16, -14, 13;
de Kruiff bt S. Jones 16, 9.

Belgium 3 Malta 0

Turkey 3 Norway 1

Round 2

Hungary 3 Canada 0

Rumania 3 England II 0

E. Ferenczi bt Stevenson 15, 12;

M. Alexandru bt Witt 14, 14;

Alexandru/Ferenczi bt Stevenson/Witt 11, 10.

Sweden I 3 Federal Germany II 0

Sweden II 3 Yugoslavia 0

Federal Germany I 3 Netherlands IT 1

France 3 Netherlands I 0

Belgium 3 Denmark 1

England I 3 Turkey 0

L. Howard bt K. Poyrazoglu 9, 15;

J. Hammersley bt S. Mustecaphoglu 6,

Hammersley/Howard bt Mustecaphoglu/Poyrazoglu 14, 8.

Quarter-finals:

Hungary 3 Sweden II 0
Rumania 3 Federal Germany I 0
Sweden I 3 France 0

England I 3 Belgium 0
Hammersley bt V. Germiat 8, 14;
Howard bt M-F.. Germiat 18, 18;

Hammersley/Howard bt Gen’mat/Germlat 19, -19, 19,

Semi-finals:

England I 3 Sweden I 2

Howard lost to A-C. Hellman -12, -10;
Hammersley bt M. Lindblad 18, 18;

Hammersley/Howard bt HellmaniLmdblad 16, 19;

Hammersley lost to Hellman 11, -15, -19;
Howard bt Lindblad -13, 20, 16.
Hungary 3 Rumania 1

G. Szabo bt Ferenczi 13, 10;

J. Magoslost to Alexandru -lS 18;
Magos/Szabo bt Alexandru/‘Ferenczi -19, 16, 13;
Magos bt Ferenczi -15, 18, 22.

Final:

ENGLAND I 3 Hungary 2

Hammersley bt Szabo 8, 10;

Howard lost to Magos 19 -15 -14;

Hammersley/Howard lost to MagosiSzabo -14, -15;

Hammersley bt Magos 12, 13;
Howard bt Szabo -18, 14, "17.

Men’s Singles Round 3:

G. Gergely (HUN) bt M. Crimmins (Sy) 14 14 12

D. Surbek (YUG) bt J. Walker (ENG) 1
T. Danielsson (SWE) bt P. Stellwag (GFR)

-12;



18, 18, -12, -15, 18;
M. 0r10wsk1 (CZE) bt A. Griffiths (WAL) 18, 11, 13;
D. Douglas (ENG) bt D. Welsman (WAL) 15 9, 12;
T. Klampar (HUN) bt J. Leiss (GFR) 19, 15, 6
U. Thorsell (SWE) bt E. Huging (GFR) 19 -19 -9 17, 14;
A. Stipancic (YUG) bt L. Jonyer (HUN)

17, 17, -17, -13, 20.
Quarter-finals;
Surbek bt Gergely -16, 19, 18, 12;
Orlowski bt Danielsson 15, 16, 10;
Douglas bt Klampar 18, 18 -11 17
Thorsell bt Stipancic 18 -21 19 18 17.
Semi-finals:
ORLOWSKI bt Surbek 12, -19, 13 15;
THORSELL bt Douglas 14 19

ORLOWSKI bt Thorsell 16, 19, 10.

Women’s Singles Round 2:

J. Magos (HUN) bt A. Hernvall (SWE) 8, 19, -14, 14;

M. Alexandru (RUM) bt E. Palatinus (YUG) 18, 16, -9 19;

W. Hendriksen (GFR) bt L. Howard (ENG) 13, 9, 0,

A-C. Hellman (SWE) bt A. Tierney (Cv) 12,

G. Szabo (HUN) bt E. Stromvall (SWE) -11, 16 16 17;

K. Witt (ENG) bt E. Ferenczi (RUM) 9, -12 18

U Hirschmuller (GFR) bt B. Batinic (YUG 9 19 19
J. Hammersley (ENG) bt M. Lindblad (SWE) 19 18

13;
Hellman bt Hendriksen 19, 15 -17 10;
Szabo bt Witt 14, 17, 17;
Hammersley bt Hirschmuller -7, 16, 12, 17,
Semi-finals:
HELLMAN bt Alexandru 19, -17, -15, 19, 17;
HAMMERSLEY bt Szabo 21, 15, 12.

Final:
HAMMERSLEY bt Hellman 15, 8, -19, 15.

Men’s Doubles Quarter-finals:
Gelr6ge1{2/0rlowskx bt V. Alexandiridis/O. Cimen (TUR)
L. Franklm (SWE)/Thorsell bt Stipancic/Surbek

4, -

M. Appelgren (SWE)/Damelsson bt Leiss/Stellwag

, , 21, 19;
Jonyer/Klampar bt Douglas/Walker 20, 17, 20.
Semi-finals:

GERGELY/ORLOWSKI bt Franklin/Thorsell 13, 16, 11;
JOZ%IYI:;,_I,{/%(L,ZAOI\JIL?R bt Appelgren/Danielsson

Fin;
GERGELY/ORLOWSKI bt Jonyer/Klampar 2, -15, 13, 15.

Women’s Doubles Quarter-finals:
Magos/Szabo bt Hirschmuller/K. Kruger (GFR)

11, -7, 16, -17, 19;
Alexandru/Ferenczi bt Hellman/Lindblad 12, -19, 10, 14;
Bat‘;nicllGPalatsinus bt S. Midgley (Y)/E. Urban (HUN)

17, 15;
Hemvall/’Strlgmvall bt P. Germain/M, Gourmelon (FRA)
Semi-finals:
MASGOISS/SZQAB% bt Alexandru/Ferenc21

- 19, -

BATINIC/PALATINUS bt Hernvall/Stromvall

11, -9, 20, 1

Final:
BATINIC/PALATINUS bt Magos/Szabo 10, -14, 16, 19.
Mixed Doubles Quarter-finals:
T. Kreisz (HUN)/Alexandru bt Gergely/Magos 11, 17, 19;
Stlginculzél’alzatmus“ bt R. Wosik (GFR)/Hu‘schmuller
-14, , 21
Lellgs/M Kngelp Stumpe (GFR) bt Huging/Hendriksen
Orlowskl/Ferencn bt N. Jarvis (Cv)/M. Ludi (Y)
-10, 14, 9, -22, 19,
Semi-finals:
STIPA\ICIC/PALATINUS bt
20, -18, 15, -17,

Kreisz/Alexandru

ORLOWSKI/FERENCZI bt Leiss/Kneip-Stumpe
1 .
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Final:
ORLOWSKI/FERENCZI bt Stipancic/Palatinus 16, 13, 15.
Men’s Consolation Singles Quarter-finals:
D. Constance (Ch) bt T. Lopez (POR) 19 16, 16;
G Sandley (Mi) bt B. Kean (La) 15,
Wellman (Bk) bt 1. Collins (K) 18 16
M Johns (Ch) bt J. Krier (LUX) 9,
Semi-finals:
Constance bt Sandley 16, 18
Johns bt Wellman -12, 12

CONSTANCE bt Johns 9, 17,

Women’s Consolation Singles Quarter-finals;

C. Little (AUL) bt C. Dalrymple (SCO) 10 19
C. Risch (LUX) bt A. Leonard (IRE) 8;

P. Soper (JER) bt C. Jones (WAL) 1

V. Germiat (BEL) bt S. Jones (WAL) -20 24, 18.
Scmi-finals:

Risch bt Little 18, 14;

Soper bt Germiat 11, 14,

Final:
RISCH bt Soper 19, 15,

EUROPEAN
TABLE TENNIS
UNION

DES RUNNER-UP IN KRISTIANSTAD

Eight wins and three losses carried England’s
Desmond Douglas into second place, behind
Dragutin Surbek of Yugoslavia, in the men’s
section of the European Union’s Top 12 tourna-
rrge/nltgm Kristianstad, Sweden over the period Feb.
1

In the counterpart women’s event Jill Hammers-
ley, defending her title won in Prague in Jan. '78,
had to withdraw with a tummy virus which caused
her to be violently sick after having beaten Maria
Alexandru and Erzebet Palatinus but, surprisingly,
losing to Bettine Vrieskoop. Gabriella Szabo of
Hungary was the eventual winner.

Douglas also had a surprise defeat when going
under to Wilfried Lieck, his other losses being to
Surbek and the reigning European champion Gabor
Gergely. For the record the results of Douglas
were:-
bt J. Secretin 19, -16, 16, -20, 4.
bt S. Bengtsson 16, 18, 21.
lost to D. Surbek 19 14 -17, -19.
bt J. Takacs 15, 20, -16 21.
bt E. Huging 17 -18 14 11 13.
lost to W. Lieck -13, 11, -16, -10.
bt 1. Jonyer 19, 19, 16.
bt T. Kreisz 15, 14, -16, 16.
lost to G. Gergely 14, -18, -18, 19, -14.
bt P. Stellwag -18, 12, 19, 18.

DESMOND DOUGLAS
(England)
Photo by Geoff Newman of Maldon, Essex.

bt J. Leiss 15, 19, 17.
And TJill:-

bt M. Alexandru 20, 18.

lost to B. Vriesekoop -14, 9, -22,
bt E. Palatinus 17, 16.
scratched to L. Bakshutova -19.

Unfortunately, the severe weather conditions
caused some problems — the Czech players
Milan Orlowski, Ilona Uhlikova and Blanka
Silhanova were snow bound in Federal Germany,
and failed to make it. Tibor Klampar was ill, and
fourteenth in the Classification List, Tibor Kreisz,
was brought in to play. Weibke Hendriksen of
Federal Germany withdrew at the last moment
because of the snow, and there was no time in
which to arrange replacements.

Final placings:-

Men

Dragutin Surbek (YUG) 9-2
Desmond Douglas (ENG) 8-3
Jacques Secretin (FRA) 8-3
Istvan Jonyer (HUN) 7-4
Gabor Gergely (HUN) 6-5
Peter Stellwag (GFR) 6-5
Jochen Leiss (GFR) 5-6
Janos Takacs (HUN) 4-7
Tibor Kreisz (HUN) 4-7
Wilfried Lieck (GFR) 4-7
Stellan Bengtsson (SWE) 4-7
12.  Engelbert Huging (GFR) 1-10
Women
Gabriella Szabo (HUN) 6-2
Maria Alexandru (RUM) 6-2
Erzebet Palatinus (YUG) 5-3
Ann-Christin Hellman (SWE) 4-4
Valentina Popova (USS) 4-4
Zsuzsa Olah (HUN) 3-5
Judit Magos (HUN) 3-5
Bettine Vriesekoop (NET) 3-5
Ludmila Bakshutova (USS) 2-6

* Although Douglas and Secretin finished equal,
Des took second place because he beat Secretin
and so with Szabo and Alexandru.

Prize money in Swiss francs totalled 12,000
being distributed as follows:-

—_—
SOV XNAMR WS

DO AR AR D=

Place Men ‘Women
1 1,750 875
2 1,300 675
3 1,000 500
4 750 375
5 650 325
6 550 275
7 450 225
8 400 200
9 350 175

10 300 160 )
11 250 135 ) Not awarded
12 200 110 )

Surbek’s defeats were to Stellan Bengtsson and
Jacques Secretin whilst Szabo lost to Palatinus and
Vriesekoop.

CLUB CUP OF CHAMPIONS

The Final of the Europe Club Cup of Cham-
pions has been reached. In the men’s PSV Borussia
Dusseldorf (Federal Germany), with Douglas, will
play Budapesti Spartacus (Hungary) in Germany
on either March 10 or 11. In the women’s section
Statisztika BP (Hungary) are through to the final
and will play the winners of CS Arad (Rumania)
or Spartak Vlasim (Czechoslovakia).

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 1980

It is now definitely established that the next
European Championships in Berne, Switzerland,
will take place over the period April 5-13, 1980
with the Free Day on the 9th. The Biennial
General Meeting of the E.T.T.U. will take place
at 9 am. on April 10.

C. M. WYLES, O.B.E.

Though still by no means recovered, Charles M
Wyles, the former chairman of the E.T.T.A,, is
now located in Mount Ward, at the Kent and
Canterbury Hospital, Canterbury, Kent.

DAY NAMED

Linda Howard and Nicky Jarvis are to be
married at 12 noon on Saturday, June 2 at St
Edmund’s Church, Sutton Green, Woking. The
reception has been booked at the Francombe
Manor Inn, Francombe, Godalming, Surrey.
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by DAVID LOMAS

Several schools were due to make their debuts
in the Grand Finals of the National School Team
Championships (organised by the English Schools’
Table Tennis Association and sponsored by Stiga
AB) at Lea Green Centre, Matlock on Saturday,
March 10.

Although there was a sprinkling of familiar
names amongst the finalists, the qualifiers from
the three Regional Finals held at Leeds, Swindon
and Orpington on Sunday, February 18th managed
to oust some of the “big guns” and all seven
trophies were due to change hands.

For the first time since the E.S.T.T.A. organised
the championships in 1968 the finalists did not
include a team from the West Midlands. But the
West Country was well represented with two teams
each from Devon and Cornwall.

Results:-

NORTH REGION (Leeds)

B19: Millom (Cumbria)

G19: Millom (Cumbria)

Bl16: Riley High (Humberside)

G16: Thornes House, Wakefield (West Yorkshire)
B13: To be decided

G13: Sandal Endowed, Wakefield (West Yorkshire)
U-11: Holmgate Primary, Chesterfield (Derbyshire)

Extremely bad road conditions forced the Derby-
shire teams to turn back after only three miles and
created headaches for the organisers. Only three
event winners were determined on the day but
after consulting the Championship Referee some
play-offs were quickly arranged.

Millom have strong teams in the senior (U-19)
events and could become the first school to pull
off “the double”. Their boys team of Diccon Gray,
Ian Reed, Andrew and Timothy Pachul had com-
fortable 8-0 wins over Culcheth (Cheshire) and
Frank Wheldon (Notts) but Allerton Grange, Leeds
took them to a 5-3 decision.

Two withdrawals in the girls’ U-19 event meant
that Millom’s match against St. Mary’s, Hull was
the decider. Although the Humberside team had
Yorkshire-ranked juniors Angela Hudson and
Angela Lutkin amongst their ranks Millom’s
strength in depth saw them through to a 5-3
win thanks mainly to No. 4 Pam Bickerdike.

But another Humberside team, Riley High,
qualified in the boys’ under-16 category. Led by
Sean Madden the Hull boys beat Longlands,
Kendal, 5-3, and beat Culcheth by a similiar
margin. With a draw against Henry Fanshawe
(Derbys.) sufficient to see them through to a 5-3
agreed to call it a day at 4-1 to Riley.

Thornes House, Wakefield, qualified by virtue
of a 6-2 win over Ryhope (Tyne and Wear) and
Walton, Liverpool, 7-1. (In the February magazine
I inadvertently referred to the team from Sunder-
land as “Geordies™).

Another Wakefield team, Sandal Endowed,
secured impressive wins over Bishop Barrington
(Bishop Auckland) and Fleetwood Hesketh (Lancs)
in the girls’ U-13 event. Three days later they
entertained Tupton Hall, Chesterfield and in a
close encounter wins from Karen Arnold (2) Debra
Tomlin and Kathryn Dickinson put them through
to Matlock.

At the same time Sandal Endowed also played
Holmgate Primary, Chesterfield (last season’s
runner-up) in the Under-11 competition.

The Derbyshire boys were narrow 5-3 victors
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and were once again shown the way by Andrew
Henry who had two wins.

The Under-13 boys winners had not been
determined at the time that these notes were
written. Both Longlands (Kendal) and Southcoates
(Hull) beat Little Moss (Greater Manchester) and
then the two winners drew with each other. Tupton
Hall were due to travel at later dates.

MIDLANDS and WEST REGION (Swindon)
B19: Penlee, Plymouth (Devon)

G19: Bournemouth School for Girls (Dorset)
B16: Tamar, Plymouth (Devon)

G16: Callington (Cornwall)

B13: Idsall, Shifnal (Salop)

G13: Callington (Cornwall)

U-11: Market Drayton (Salop)

Penlee, Plymouth won the boys’ U-19 event
although they went down 6-2 to Itchen College
(Hants.). The Itchen team could only draw with
Oswestry Boys and Marling, Stroud.

National holders, Highfields (Wolverhampton)
crashed 7-1 to winners Bournemouth School for
Girls who dncluded Sarah New and Rachel
Mackriel in their U-19 side. But Gosford Hill
(Oxon) took them to a 5-3 margin.

There was an exciting match in the Boys’ U-16
where Tamar, Plymouth put out another West
Midlands side, Moseley Park, Wolverhampton, in
a narrow 5-3 match.

Callington’s Girls’ U-16 and U-13 teams made
it a double celebration for the school from
Cornwall with comfortable wins in each event. It
was also a double victory for Salop for the Boys’
U-13 team from Shifnal notched three wins whilst
Market Drayton only dropped one set and that
was against last year’s U-11 champions, Bassett
Green, Southampton.

SOUTH and EAST REGION (Orpington)

B19: Swanley Comprehensive (Kent County)

G19: Brampton Manor, Newham (Essex

Metropolitan)

B16: Hereward, March (Cambridgeshire)

G16: Lister Comprehensive, Newham (Essex
Metropolitan)

Hillcross Middle, Morden (Surrey
Metropolitan)

G13: Conyngham, Ramsgate (Kent County)

U-11: Old Buckenham Hall, Ipswich (Suffolk)

Five schools from this Region qualified for the
National Finals for the first time — the other two
being well-known campaigners from Newham,
Lister and Brampton Manor.

Swanley had a good all-round team which
defeated previous finalists Queen Elizabeth’s,
Barnet (6-2), Wisbech Grammar (7-1) and
Desborough, Maidenhead (5-3) in the Senior Boys’
event.

Brampton Manor’s 6-2 win over Tolworth Girls
in the U-19 was the only sets they conceded — they
had crushing 8-0 wins over Cedars, Leighton
Buzzard, and St. Bernard’s Convent, Westcliff-on-
Sea, who had some consolation in beating the
Bedfordshire girls to take third place.

Hereward School, March became only the second
Cambridgeshire side to appear in the Finals when
their Boys’ Under-16 side of Robert Swift, Gary
Jordan, Michael Jackman and Neil Parsley pipped
Trinity, 5-3, to add to wins over Horsell, Woking,
and Harvey G.S., Folkestone.

The Girls’ U-16 category was a very close
battle. Thurleston, Ipswich, were unable to travel
and the contest was reduced to three teams. Lister
and Bishop Reindorp, Guildford, drew 4-4 in the
first match. Lister then defeated Wyndgate, Folke-
stone 5-3 and as the Surrey girls could only manage
another draw against Wyndgate the Newham
team edged through. Highlight of this last match
was Carla Wilson’s win over Sarah Cresswell of
Bishop Reindorp.

Andrew Sexton was Hillcross Middle’s outstand-
ing player as the Merton boys reached the safety
of a 4-1 lead over Bedford Modern in their
deciding match.

In the other two events there were some very
interesting results. The outcome depended on the
‘final set between Conyngham, Ramsgate, and
Clacton County High School. And it was the
Conyngham No. 4, Dennise Whalen who clinched
victory (5-3) with a 21-18 margin in the deciding
game.

But the tightest results came in the Under-11

B13:

event. Sweyne Primary, Swanscombe looked to be
in the box seat with 5-3 victories over Old
Buckenham Hall, Ipswich, and Hill House, London.
An inspired performance by Wallop, Weybridge,
in winning 5-3 over Sweyne meant that three
teams were in with a shout at the end but Ray
Perrin’s fall was complete when the Suffolk boys’
5-3 win over Hill House meant a close encounter
of the third kind and a place in the Grand Finals
by virtue of a fractionally better sets ratio.

By the time these notes appear in print the seven
winners of these Annual Championships will
probably be known. As for forecasts, I make but
one — that once again the Finals at Lea Green
will be a memorable occasion for players, parents
and teachers alike.

It is hoped to include an illustrated report in
the April issue of “Table Tennis News”.

NEW
SPONSORSHIP

The English Table Tennis Association are very
proud to announce a brand new sponsorship for
the sport — that of Rock Motor Parts Ltd., who,
for the next three years will be putting up almost
£50,000. This money will go to create two new
championships every year — an U-21 international
and an U-21 English.

The first of these events will take place at
Crystal Palace over the 26th/27th May weekend
and will see a very large prize fund in seven
events. The prize fund is outlined below:-
U-21 Men’s Singles
Winner—£500 Runner-up—£100
LSF—£50 LQF—£10 L4thRd.—£5
U-21 Women’s Singles
Winner—£250 Runner-up—£75

LSF—£20 LQF—£8 L4thRd.—£3
U-21 Men’s Doubles

Winner—£100 Runnér-up—£25 LSF—£5
U-21 Women’s Doubles

Winner—£50 Runner-up—#£25 LSF—£5
U-21 Mixed Doubles

Winner—£50 Runner-up—£25 LSF—£5
Restricted Men’s Singles

Winner—£50 Runner-up—#£25 LSF—£5
Restricted Women’s Singles

Winner—£30 Runner-up—£15 LSF—£5

Entries are invited from all players who were
under 21 on the Ist July, 1978 -— apply early
because this tournament is expected to obtain one
of the biggest entries of any tournament anywhere!
Application forms and full details are available
from the E.T.T.A. office, 21 Claremont, Hastings,
E. Sussex.

WESTERN LEAGUE NOTES
by Grove Motlow

PLYMOUTH BEATEN

Early in January, Plymouth journeyed to Old-
field Park and there beat Bath 9-0 with maximum
performances from Brian Davies, Mike Short and
Mike Shearman. Subsequently at home to Poole,
on Jan. 14, they were beaten 5-4 with the visitors’
Trevor Smith claiming a treble and Martin Abbott
losing only to Short.

Plymouth were again on the receiving end of
a 6-3 result away to Bristol on Jan. 27 and in fact
were 0-5 down before they registered their first
success by Paul Whiting over Martyn Smith.
Whiting scored again, over Brian Reeves, in the
penultimate set and, in the final one, Short
accounted for Smith. Kevin Satchell was Bristol’s
‘big gun’ with three 2-straight victories to his name.

Bristol, represented by a totally different team,
away to Bath on Jan. 13, had lost 3-6. Robert
Oldfield had a treble for the victors with John
Higgs doing likewise although at pains against
Tony Brown with the Expedite rule in force for
the second and third games of a marathon en-
counter which Higgs won 15, -18, 20. In contrast
was the all out looping set between Steve Gregory
of Bath against Andrew Creed which the latter
won 12, -12, 20.
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PERIODISATION PURSUED
by DONALD PARKER
E.T.T.A. National Coach North
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It must at this stage be emphasised that as well
as “peaking” periodisation is also concerned with
optimal realisation of potential. In other words at
the end of the season or whatever the period, it
is of the utmost importance that the individual is
technically a better player. Therefore when planning
or periodising a player’s training programme these
two factors must be taken into account. The
emphasis placed on either one will depend upon
the stage of development of the player.

In general it is true to say that in this country
our players train by competition instead of for
competition. Time is not set aside in the training
programme for technical improvement as players
compete in competition almost every weekend. The
Grand Metropolitan Scheme is most definitely a
step in the right direction with a weekend set aside
for practice, as opposed to competition, with top
class players to practice against.

Last month’s article examined briefly how
physical training should vary at different stages of
the training programme., This month’s article will
look at how practice on the table should vary at
different stages of the training programme in order
to accommodate both technical improvement and
peaking.

The first half of the preparation phase (see last
month’s article) should be devoted almost ex-
clusively to working on technical matters. For
example if a player needs to change his grip in
order to progress further then this is the time to
alter it and not the week before a major cham-

pionship. If a player needs to modify a stroke or
learn a new stroke this is now the time to learn
it. This is the period when the player should be
concentrating on his techniques and consciously
grooving in the correct ones. The coach during
this period should be checking the various tech-
niques and correcting any faults while at the same
time reinforcing any good points. This is the period
when the coach does most of his coaching as
opposed to-training and captaincy.

As the competition phase draws nearer there is
a need to develop consistency with the newly
acquired techniques. Therefore while there is still
a certain amount of technical feedback from the
coach the player should be allowed to consolidate
and groove in the techniques in a consistency type
practice on the table ready for competition.

Following consistency practices the emphasis
should shift to regular footwork exercises, exercises
when the player knows where the ball is going
and must move his feet accordingly. The types of
footwork patterns practiced will vary and will be
dependent upon the players particular style. The
aim of this particular set of exercises is to groove
in the correct footwork patterns having already
spent time grooving in the correct strokes.

Still working within the preparation phase the
next set of exercises are moving even closer to the
match situation. Irregular footwork exercises are
quite simply exercises where one player acts as
controller placing the ball where he likes. There-
fore the player at the other side does not know
where the ball is going to and must play the ball
back to a set target. If the footwork patterns break
down in this type of situation then more time
should be spent in the regular situation grooving
in the correct patterns.

At a reasonably high standard there is no doubt
that the most important stroke in the game is the
service and the second most important stroke is
the receive. John Clarke (Sussex) carried out a
piece of research at the 1977 World Championships
on behalf of the E.T.T.A. and found that approxi-
mately 50% of the points were over with the
fourth ball and approximately 809% by the seventh.
Therefore it is vital that towards the end of the
preparation phase and throughout the competition
phase a lot of time is spent on service and receive
and linking these to third and fourth ball.

The final ‘touch’ to the preparation phase is to
put all the foregoing sub-skills into the whole skill

guarantees
savings
up to 609

By cutting out all the expensive middlemen we
offer full E.T.T.A. specification tables:

15mm, 18mm, 25mm and Championship-X £47.50
to £150.00 Wheelaway options from £59.50

Used in Premier League Championships and supplied to
Table Tennis Associations, Local Authorities, Official Bodies,
Schools, Clubs etc., throughout the country, these
guaranteed quality, high specification range of tables all
feature traditional solid wood construction and the famous

Swedish Viiala playing tops.

MWENIPORT
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For further information write to:
Spen House, Spen Lane, Leeds
LS16 5EL. Tel. (0532) 785669 -

and play some competitive matches. Some players
need more match play than others before they
realise their optimal performance.

Once in the competitive phase the coaches role
becomes very much that of a trainer/captain. The
players should not have to worry about any
technical matters and should be concentrating
simply on winning points rather than concentrating
on their grip or whatever. The coaches role during
this phase is very much in the tactical and
psychological areas rather than the technical one.

Diagram One: Progression of sub-skills towards
whole skill incorporating technical improvement
and preparation for a peak performance.

TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENT

v
CONSISTENCY
v
REGULAR FOOTWORK
v PREPARATION
IRREGULAR FOOTWORK
v PHASE
SERVICE and RECEIVE
(3rd and 4th ball)
v
MATCH PLAY
v
COMPETITIVE
COMPETITION
PHASE

Before finishing this article it should be empha-
sised that preparation for a peak performance will
vary from individual to individual. However a
programme similar to the one I have briefly out-
lined, incorporates both the technical improve-
ment and preparation for a peak performance.

READING JUNIOR
OPEN

CAPACITY ENTRY
by Alan Dines

The popular Reading Junior Open again
attracted a capacity entry of 336 players including
a strong squad from Belgium competing for a prize
fund worth about £500. The championships were
sponsored by Gillette and organised by I.M.P.A.C.T.
with the venue at Meadway Sports Centre, Reading,
on Feb. 10/11. Thanks to detailed organisation the
participants appreciated the tournament running
with clockwork precision and the Finals starting
on time and finishing early in the evening — still
a 100% record.

Star of the Boys’ Singles was ‘veteran’ Sam
Harmer who trains at the Centre of Excellence in
Reading. The main contender for the title was
expected to be Desmond Charlery who just scraped
through the quarter-final against Skylet Andrew
who was in brilliant form. His semi-final against
Stephen Moore produced two close first games
but a collapse under a fierce onslaught in the third,
won by Moore, 21-7. lan Attridge made good
progress to the last 16 by disposing of Martin Les
17 in the third and David Sharpe, also 17 in the
third, but was not able to make much impression
on Harmer. P. Brownlow reached the quarter-final
via a good 15, 15 win over Glen Baker but was
convincingly beaten then by Harmer. Neil Stratton
after a very close win over Guy Nailis of Belgium
then beat Eddie Gorniak for a semi-final place but
further progress was stopped by Harmer. The Final
produced some spectacular table tennis with Moore
taking the first game at 19. Harmer sharpened
measurably as the match progressed and by in-
creasing the pressure on his opponent won the next
two games 15 and 13. Thus the Under-17 title went
to ‘veteran’ junior Harmer at his eighth attempt.

The girls’ events were dominated by the Belgians
and in particular Barbara Lippens who had won
titles in previous years. Among the shock results
the biggest upsets were Lorraine Garbet’s narrow
defeat by Sharon James, Julie Speight’s win over
Shirley Cain and Cathy Belcher’s win against Jill
Purslow. Cathy then succumbed to Linda Degg
who then fought her way to the semi-final and a
defeat at the hand of Barbara Lippens. Alison



Burke defeated Eleanor Hughes and then narrowly
lost to Claire Maisey. Claire then came up against
Barbara Lippens in the quarter-final where after
a superb match she was narrowly the loser. Mean-
while Nikki Hamilton with a good win over
Nathalie Boeckx of Belgium then reached the
quarter-final where she lost to Jackie Bellinger
who had just disposed of Sharon James. Cherry
Creasey reached the semi-final with a win in the
quarter-finals over Leslie Tyler. Her semi-final with
Jackie Bellinger provided the spectators with a
brilliant and close contest. The Final between
Cherry Creasey and Barbara Lippens produced a
one-sided first game won easily by Barbara. Cherry
got the measure of her defence in the second and
with some inspired attacking looked as though
she would take the game. However, she did not
quite make it and the title went to Barbara
Lippens.

Results in the Cadet Boys® Singles went generally
as expected except for those of Jeremy Dufflield.
Andrew Dixon beat Gorniak in the semi-final who
had previously just beaten David Sharpe. Graham
Russell beat Marc Rosseel of Belgium before
losing to Duffield in the quarters. Gary Lambert
won a close encounter with Carl Prean in the
quarter-final before falling in the semi-final to
Duffield. The Final seemed to be in the bag for
Dixon, but a last moment comeback in the second
game swung the match round to a win for
Duffield.

The Cadet Girls’ Singles proceeded fairly
predictably with Barbara Lippens reaching the final
with wins over Nikki Hamilton and Lisa Bellinger
who had beaten Jackie Windle in the quarters. The
other finalist was Jackie Bellinger with wins against
Helen Bardwell and Nathalie Boeckx who in turn
had put out Laura Goldsmith in the quarters.
The Final was an entertaining attack versus defence
match which resulted in two very close games
both within seconds of the time limit, and a win
by Barbara Lippens over Jackie Bellinger.

In the Boys’ Doubles, Charlery and Andrew
seemed to be on the way to the title with a
convincing win over Baker and Les. Their
opponents in the Final were S. and A. Moore who
just managed a semi win over Harmer and Dixon
at 19 in the third. The Final swung away from
Charlery and Andrew and the Moore brothers ran
out winners.

Thanks are due to the hard work put in by the
Organising Committee, the team of Official
Umpires, the main sponsor, Gillette Industries and
to Dynamatics International, T.S.P. Sports Europe
and Dexter and Gordon.

Results:-

RBoys’ Singles Quarter-finals:

D. Charlery (E) bt S. Andrew (E) 19, -14, 18;

S. Moore (Sx) bt A. Moore (Sx) 19, i6

S. Harmer (Bu) bt P. Brownlow (He) 9 11;

N. Stratton (Mi) bt E. Gorniak (Mi) 13 14.
Semi-finals:

Moore bt Charlery -20, 17, 17;

Harmer bt Stratton 17, 15.

Final:

HARMER bt Moore -19, 15, 13.

Boys’ Doubles Semi-finals:

Charlery/Andrew bt G. Baker (Sy)/M. Les (Mi) 17,
S. and A. Moore bt ¥armer/A. Dixon (St) 19, -16, 19
Final:

S. and A. MOORE bt Charlery/Andrew -20, 17, 11.
Girls’ Singles Quarter-finals:

B. Lippens (Bel) bt C. Maisey (Wi) 19, -15, 15;

L. Degg (Sp) bt J. Speight (Y) -11, 15, 19;

J. Bellinger (Bd) bt N. Hamilton (Bu) 14 19;

C. Creasey (Do) bt L. Tyler (Mi) 10,

Semi-finals:

Lippens bt Degg 10, 11

Creasey bt Bellmger -21 16, 19.

LIPPENS bt Creasey 9, 18.

Girls Doubles Semi-finals:

Tyler/J. Harris (St) bt Creasey/Hamilton 13, 19;

J. and I_i.7Be11inger bt S. Cain (St)/L. Garbet (Sy)
-11, ,

Final:

TYLER/HARRIS bt J. and L. Bellinger -20, 20, 15.

Boys’ Cadet Singles Quarter-finals:

G. Lambert (Dv) bt C. Prean (Ha) 22, -14, 14;

J. Duffield (Wo) bt G. Russell (Sy) 14, -14, 15;

E. Gorniak (Mi) bt D. Sharpe (Bd) 17, 20;

Dixon bt A. Longhurst (K) 20, 11

Semi-finals:

Duffield bt Lambert-22, 12;

Dixon bt Gorniak 11, 22,

Final:

DUFFIELD bt Dixon ~14, 20, 15.

Boys’ Cadet Doubles Semi-finals:

Dixon/Duffield bt ‘Prean/P. Jackson (Ha) 14,

%d Rosseel/G. Nailis (Bel) bt Sharpe/C. C]uscombe 18, 17.
inal:

DIXON/DUFFIELD bt Rosseel/Nailis 17, 19,

Girls’ Cadet Singles Quarter—ﬁnals

Lippens bt Hamilton 10,

L. Bellinger bt J. Windle (Ox) 10,

N. Boeckx (Bel) bt L. Goldsmith (Ml) 16, 16;

J. Bellinger bt H. Bardwell (He) 14,

Semi-finals:

Lippens bt L. Bellinger 17, 10;

J. Bellinger bt Boeckx 17, 15.

Final:

LIPPENS bt J. Beliinger 19, 16.

Girls’ Cadets Doubles Seml-finals:

Lippens/Boeckx bt Bardwell/J. Smith (He) 14,

J. and L. Bellinger bt Goldsmith/M. Wllhams (Mx) 9, 17.

Fin
LIPPENS/BOECKX bt J. and L. Bellinger 19, 13.

Boys’ Under-11 Smgles Seml-ﬁnals.

Prean bt S. Groom (Sp) 10, §;

M. Jukes (St) bt J. Stokes (Bk) 7, 11,

Final:

PREAN bt Jukes 12, §.

Girls’ Under-11 Singles Semi-finals:

A. Boxall (He) bt A, Barker (Sp) 17 21 18
113 Forster (Dy) bt D. Simmonds (Sy) 9

FORSTER bt Boxall 15, 12,

Alan Hydes
in a Dunlop
tracksuit

You'lldo well...

Offers Appreciated

Requests are often received from individuals,
mainly juniors, who wish to come to England for
a period of two weeks, basically to improve their
English but with the added requirements of being
able to play table tennis. Such an arrangement is
best provided by a family with table tennis playing
children, for whom there would be the opportunity
to make reciprocal arrangements with the European
country concerned. Offers from parents in this
connection would be much appreciated and these
should be addressed to the E.T.T.A. office at
Hastings.

Jill Hammersley in the
new Dunlop clothing.

Dunlop
Championship

SP@RW

Specialists in Table Tennis

8 Baker Street, Middlesbrough,

Cleveland County, TS1 2LH. Telephone

(0642) 217844/5, 249000 (24 hr. answer-
ing service)
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LANCASHIRE
2-STAR OPEN

TWO TITLES FOR ‘THE DON’
by Geo. R. Yates

Preston’s Donald Parker, the E.T.T.A.’s Northern
Staff Coach, beat Mike Johns of Cheshire at British
Aerospace, Bolton on Feb. 3 to win the men’s
singles title at the Lancashire 2-Star Open, the
first Lancastrian to do so since Kevin Forshaw of
Manchester triumphed in 1965.

Partnered by Lancashire’s No. 1 Junior, Paul
Rainford, also of Preston, Parker also won the
men’s doubles by a slender 28-26 third game
margin from Alan Fletcher of Yorkshire and
Nigel Eckersley of Cheshire.

Fletcher, the top seed in the men’s singles, was
surprisingly  eliminated by Cheshire’s Mark
Hankey, and the top seed in the women’s singles,
Melody Ludi of Yorkshire, was knocked out in
the semi-finals by Susan Lisle of Cheshire, who
went on to beat Lancashire’s No. 1 Diane Johnson,
in the final.

The Tykes came into their own in both the
women’s and mixed doubles with Miss Ludi and
Sally Midgley winning the former and Fletcher
and Miss Midgley the latter at the final expense
of Johns and Miss Ludi.

Seemingly, as ever, Derek Schofield took the
veterans’ singles title, for the fourth successive
time, his final victory being over Peter D’Arcy.
Results:-

Men’s Singles Quarter-finals:

M. Hankey (Ch) bt A. Fletcher (Y) 20, 16;

M. Johns (Ch) bt B. Kean (La) 20, 7;

N. Eckersley (Ch) bt A. Clayton (Y) -20, 19, 21;
D. Parker (La) bt W. Percival (Ch) 11, 16.
Semi-finals:

Johns bt Hankey 13, 16;

Parker bt Eckersley 18, 9.

Final:

PARKER bt Johns 18, 19.

Women’s Singles Quarter-finals:

M. Ludi (Y) bt D. Schofield (Ch) -19, 9, 13;

S. Lisle (Ch) bt L. Holmes (Dy) 16, 19;

S. Midgley (Y) bt L. Fenneh (Ch) 14, 16;

D. Johnson (La) bt J. Parker (La) 16, 11.

Semi-finals:

Lisle bt Ludi -19, 9, 16;

Johnson bt Midgley 20, 12.

Final:

LISLE bt Johnson 12, t1.

Men’s Doubles Semi-finals:

Eckersley/ Fletcher bt J. de Pledge/T. Hatton (La)
16,

Parker/ P Rainford (La) bt Clayton/Johns 18, 15.

inal:
PARKER/ RAINFORD bt Eckersley/Fletcher
-17, 15, 26.
Women’s Doubles Semi-finals:
Ludi/Midgley bt Johnson/Schofield 22, -15, 15;
J. Carr (St)/Lisle bt Parker/C. Scowcroft (La)
20 19.
Final
LUDI/MIDGLEY bt Carr/Lisle 19, -17, 16.
Mixed Doubles Semi-finals:
Fletcher/ Midgley bt B. Johns (Ch)/B. Hoyle (La)

15, 18;
J ohns/ Lud1 bt Eckersley/Johnson 15, -23, 18.
Final:
FLETCHER/MIDGLEY bt Johns/Ludi

<21, 19, 22
Veteran Singles Semi-finals:
D. Schofield (Ch) bt G. Brook (Y) -17, 15, 16;
P. D’Arcy (Ch) bt F. Davies (La) 10, 13.
Final:
SCHOFIELD bt D’Arcy 13, 13.

HALEXSPORT FINAL AT THE
COTSWOLD SELECT

In the recent Cotswold Select tournament at
Gloucester, the girl’s Final was fought out between
two young ladies from the Halexsport stable —
Helen Williams and Alison Gordon. Helen, the
younger of the two ,certainly showed her talent to
the full, and beat Alison, in two straight games.
Halexsport can indeed be proud of their young
players giving such a fine display of talents.

Alan Fletcher (left) and Nigel Eckersley who, as the top seeds in the Lancashire Open,
failed to live up to expectations.

Page 32

EUROPEAN
LEAGUE

HUNGARIAN TRIUMPH AT BELPER
by John Woodford

It needed some miraculous play by Desmond
Douglas plus some splendid support if England
were to win this match played at Belper Sports
Centre on February 7th. Although Hungary had
lost their last match to the Super Division leaders
Czechoslovakia, Gabor Gergely and Tibor
Klampar still seem the strongest pair in Europe.

Trudging through inches of wet snow reminded
spectators that Belper is in the Pennines — but it
was England who had the mountains to climb n
the arena in front of a capacity house of 800.

Desmond Douglas almost got to the top of one
mountain when he led Klampar 20-16 in the third
and then lost the last six points. Had Desmond
won the score would have been 3-3.

England’s two successes came in the women's
singles when Jill Hammersley beat for the fourth
time in succession the European champion Judit
Magos, and in the mixed doubles another success
for Desmond and Linda Howard. This is the
partnership now being split-up by the England
selectors, at least for Pyongyang, but they played
so well that night, that those selectors next season,
might change their minds.

Nicky Jarvis fought like the tiger we all know
him to be, but very few players get much change
out of Gergely and Klampar these days. The
consolations for England’s defeat at Belper really
came during the next few days at Cardiff when
Desmond floored Klampar and continuing fine
performances by Linda Howard saw the Cardiff
chemists’ shops running out of aspirins as the
England selectors headaches increased!

Individual scores:-

D. Douglas lost to G. Gergely -18, 15, -12

N. Jarvis lost to T. Klampar -10, -10;

J. Hammersley bt J. Magos 20, 16;

Douglas/Jarvis lost to I. Jonyer/Klampar -17, -19;
Douglas/L. Howard bt Jonyer/Magos 17, 21;
Douglas lost to Klampar 18, -18, -20;

Jarvis lost to Gergely -19, -15.

NORTHERN IRELAND TEAMS FOR
COMMONWEALTH CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Northern Ireland teams which have been
selected for the Commonwealth Championships
are as follows (writes K. C. Strong):-

Men (in alphabetical order)
Freddie Brown (Annahilt)
Alastair Cairns (Annahilt)
Thomas Heasley (Mount Y.M.C.A))
Roger Strong (Mount Y.M.C.A.)
Derek Weir (Bangor Centre)

Women (in alphabetical order)
Elizabeth Cash (Ards)

Pat Hunter (Lisburn)

Valeriec Moore (Omagh Y.M.C.A.)
Karen Senior (Lisburn)
Captains:

Roy Copes (Annahilt)

Kenneth Strong (Omagh Y.M.C.A)).
Traimer/Coach:

Ronnie Grimason (Lurgan).
Official in Charge:

Eddie Limberg.

The teams are being generously sponsored by
TSP Sports Ltd., who are providing an impressive
array of clothmg and equipment.

WANTED

SECOND-HAND STIGA ROBOT
FOR SMALL CLUB

PLEASE PHONE DETAILS TO:-

WALTON-ON-THAMES
43451




North Yorkshire
County Closed

by Richard Scruton

The North Yorkshire County Closed Champion-
ships were successfully staged at the York Railway
Institute on Saturday, Feb. 24.

There were many surprises throughout the tour-
nament, culminating in the winning of the Men’s
Singles title by Peter Campkin of Harrogate.
Campkin defeated the No. 1 seed, Steve Tracey,
a former Iris International and the No. 2 seed,
Yorkshire-ranked Nicky Davies, in the final.

The two Yorkshire county team juniors, Tony
Sanderson and David Rawley surprisingly failed
to reach the final of the Junior Boys’ Singles,
losing respectively to finalists Andrew Fletcher
and Clifford Twineham. Fletcher also managed to
take the Handicap Singles in an event fielding 126
players.

However, 14-year-old Sanderson and 16-year-
old Rawley overcame the challenges of many older
players to take the Men’s Doubles title, including
a win over Tracey and Campkin in the semi-final.

Maureen Gott repeated her successes of last
season and took the three women’s events.

The county of North Yorkshire is geographically
the largest in England and it was very encouraging
to have an entry from 135 players from places as
far apart as Harrogate, York, Northallerton, Selby,
Pickering, Scarborough and Filey.

Results:-

Men’s Singles Quarter-finals:
P. Campkin (Harrogate) bt M. Wadsworth (Yor)

79 1 3
K. Bojas (Y) bt D. Bartle (Y) 5, 16;
D. Madden (Y) bt K. Dodd (Y) -13, 16, 19;
N. Davies (H) bt C. Twineham (H) 11, 17.
Semi-finals:
Campkin bt Bojas 16, 15;
Davies bt Madden 12, -17, 8.
Final:
Campkin bt Davies -17, 12, 10.
Women’s Singles Final:
M. Gott (Y) bt M. Broadbent (Y) 14, 22.
Men’s Deoubles Final:
D. Rawley/T. Sanderson (Y) bt Madden/K. Hayes

(Y) -16, 18, 7.
Women’s Deoubles Final:
Gott/Broadbent bt L. Bradley/B. Norman (Y)
15, -20, 15,
Mixed Doubles Final:
Bojas/Gott bt Davies/Y. Abdellah (H) 17, 17.
Junior Boys’ Singles Final:
A. Fletcher (Y) bt Twineham 14, 11.
Veteran Singles Final:
W. L. Dodd (H) bt N. Lusher (H) 15, -16, 12.
Handicap Singles Final:
Fletcher bt S. Oldfield (Ryedale) (+2) 17, 20.
Junior Girls’ 1:
J. Sigsworth (H) (Played on a group system).

LINCOLNSHIRE NOTES
by P. Taylor

With many towns in Lincolnshire completely cut
off by the snow, it was inevitable that all four
county matches on Feb. 17 would have to be
postponed. The bad weather also caused the cancel-
lation of the Management Committee meeting on
Feb. 20.

In the Haigh Cup, Louth were convincingly
beaten 8-2 by both Grimsby and Wyberton. The
final destination of the Haigh Cup will therefore
depend on the result of the Grimsby-Wyberton
clash. Grimsby’s victory over Louth emphasized
the tremendous depth they have in their league.
The Grimsby team of Steve Morley, Mark New-
boult and myself dropped only one rubber to
Louth in the singles, despite the fact that Louth
had Brian Allison, ranked No. 2 in the county,
and Matt Sheader, who was seeded No. 1 in the
recent Grimsby Closed. I lost to Matt and Louth’s
other rubber came from the doubles.

The following week it was Wyberton’s turn to
beat Louth. Mick East was in splendid form taking
all three singles — a fine performance as he always
finds Matt and Brian difficult opponents. With
Brian Hill naturally taking his rubbers, this en-
sured victory for Wyberton. Louth’s two rubbers
came with Matt and Brian both beating Jim
Brewster. Louth’s third player, Marcus Emmerson,
put up a very creditable performance in this match
losing 18 in the third to Jim, who did play for
the county senior team last season.

In the Butcher Cup, Grantham failed to arrive at
Mablethorpe and so forfeited the match 10-0,

i
W
1

GOLD CUP TABLE TENNIS
EQUIPMENT FROM CHINA

Officially recognised by the Table Tennis
Association of the Peoples Republic of
China, and used by leading Chinese players.
Reasonably priced range. Everyone can now
own a bat used by world-ranked players.
Available from leading sports shops or
enquire direct.

Model 550 NB

B Special 7-ply laminated blade.

M Unique TIENTSIN 72 rubber sandwich.
M Every bat provided with Gold Cup case.

Other products available irnclude:

Model 580 S and Model 527 P bats.

Gold Cup bat cases. Gold Cup balls No. 816.
Chromed Steel heavy-duty TT posts,
automatic, with spring grips.
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Actif Sports Co.
6 Mill Lane, Wallingford, Oxfordshire

thereby ruining any chance they had in this com-
petition. Wyberton have a great chance of doing
the double as their Butcher Cup team of Tim
Cook, David Skerratt and Paul Barnes have yet to
drop a point. In round 9, they had a very im-
pressive result against Louth, winning 9-1, Paul
Emmerson beating Paul Barnes to prevent the
“whitewash”. With only two rounds to go, their
only threat is Grimsby who have dropped two
points. With this advantage, Wyberton should be
confident of their chances when they face Grimsby
in their last match of the season. Grimsby (John
Hancock, Andrew Longbottom and John Whitfield)
maintained their challenge by also beating Louth
9-1, this time Philip Eyles preventing the “white-
wash” by beating Whitfield.

The Butlin Cup match between Spalding and
Grimsby was not played and so the winner of the
Butlin Cup is still unknown. Various leagues have
been holding their closed tournaments but as usual
most have not sent the results to me for publication
in these notes. The Grantham Junior Closed
produced some interesting results. Chris Bryan
beat Simon Pullen in three in the boys’ U-17 final
and Jane Wingad continued her fine season with
an excellent win over Carol Exton, the county No.
1 junior, in the girls’ U-17 final.

LEICESTERSHIRE NOTES
by Philip Reid

Leicestershire clinched the 2nd Division
(Midland) title yet again when they beat Stafford-
shire 9-1 in what was probably the coldest weekend
of the Winter. The hunting shire’s other three
matches were all postponed but the Ist team’s
win was most cheering for all concerned. Only
David Gannon dropped a set — to the very
promising Andrew Bellingham. The county have
so far lost only seven sets this season and since
Gannon has dropped six of them, it is clear the
No. 3 spot in the team is still wide open.

Having said that, one must remark on two
excellent performances by Gannon. In the Midland
League 1st Division, playing for Leicester against
Hinckley he was able to beat both Paul Randell
(for the first time) and John Iliffe. Later on in the
same week he beat all the Barwell Liberal team
(Randell, Maurice Newman and Alan Philpott) but
in both these matches he finished on the losing
side. In the Hinckley match Phil Smith beat Iliffe
whereas Grahame Hall’s only win was against
Newman. Against the Liberals Smith’s victory over
Philpott was the only other set the Jones and
Shipman team could claim.

MIDLAND LEAGUE NOTES
by Tony Darbyshire

In the Men’s Div. One Leicester could not over-
come the good form of Maurice Billington and
Ivor Warner against Chesterfield and lost 3-7. In
their ‘derby’ match with Hinckley they went one
set better when David Gannon had a close en-
counter with Paul Randell winning 19 in the third
but the team still lost 4-6. Hinckley overwhelmed
Derby “A” 10-0 and now have 8 points from 6
matches. Notts “A” had a very lean season and
only have one point from their match against
gristol when Alan Croome won his 3 in a 5-5

raw.

Derrick Marples moved from Div. 4 for one
match to help the Chesterfield “A” team but
despite a very good win over Barry Hayward 17,
10 (his first loss of the season), couldn’t prevent a
3-7 defeat. Duggie Johnson and Paul Judd turned
out for Birmingham “A” and were undefeated in
an 8-2 win over Derby “A”. Doug Foulds and
David Yallop beat Lester Bertie for their 2 wins.
Birmingham “B” lead the Division having gained
8 points from 4 matches. Hinckley and Chesterfield
also have 8 points but have both played 6 matches.

In the Men’s Div. 2 Gloucester “A” have put
in a string of good wins since their initial defeat
at Wolverhampton back in October. They are now
second in the table with 12 points beating Leicester
“B”, Potteries “A’”, Coventry “A” 8-2, Walsall
10-0 and Oxford 9-1. Wolverhampton are still
undefeated after 6 matches and have 12 points as
well but Gloucester may still take the division if
they falter in the last 2 matches against the
Potteries and Walsall.




STIGA/GRAND MET.
TRAINING WEEK-END

by ALAN SHEPHERD

Late in December I attended the second Stiga/
Grand Metropolitan Hotels Training weekend at
York. After the first weekend, held at Birmingham,
I had been told by various people that the whole
thing had been a shambles, absolute waste of time,
that they would not go again, etc., etc. Accordingly
I was a bit apprehensive as to what I should
expect. I took up there in my car, three of the
invited players, namely David Newman, Skylet
Andrew and Desmond Charlery, but as none of
these can write, I have been asked to give my
impressions.

We arrived at the plush Viking Hotel on the
Thursday afternoon, and discovered that we all
had really smart rooms — bathroom to yourself,
T.V., and all the trimmings. It was teeming down
with rain, but we took no notice of that; after
all, we had all seen rain before. At 6.30 the entire
party, consisting of 120 juniors, about 20 ordinary
coaches, and sundry-super-persons, such as Peter
Simpson, Peter Hirst, Donald Parker, Jack
Carrington, Dick Tammadge, Gordon Steggall and
Elsie Carrington, sat down to a splendid dinner in
the Hotel dining room. The programme for the
evening was that at 8 p.m. we would split up into
two groups. The larger one (80 + coaches) would
go to St. Peter’s College, and the smaller one (40
+ coaches) to the University of York.

After dinner everybody assembled in the foyer,
only to discover that the River Ouse, which
hitherto had been flowing past the hotel at the
back, was now flowing past it on both sides and
at the front — right up to the doors!! In other
words we were virtually marooned. Eventually
orders were given that all concerned should make
their way through the hotel kitchens, out through
the back door, up some stairs, over a bridge and
thus to the main road, where buses were waiting.

You all must have read in the papers, and/or
seen on T.V., that the River Ouse had risen by
some 18 feet. This caused a subsidiary river, which
was very deep, to flow along the road outside the
Hotel, and many of the main roads in York were
impassable. Fortunately our buses were able to
plough through the floodwater, where private cars
could not.

That evening the players took part in table
exercises, to demonstrate the benefits of footwork,
an aspect of the game on which all Essex juniors
would do well to concentrate. After this there was
a showing on video tape of a film analysing
service and receive techniques. Finally a period
was devoted to the very important routines of pre-
match warming up. I have to say that I found all
this most impressive and, so far, that I had nothing
but praise for the whole operation.

Friday dawned and the floods had not subsided.
The buses were still able to get through to their
destinations, fortunately, so our plans were not
affected. What was quite a worry, however, was
the fact that our cars were parked in a car-park
opposite the Hotel and the flood waters had
reached a point about ten yards away from it!
Dick Tammadge of the E.T.T.A. was engaged in
negotiations throughout Friday for the towing out
of all the cars in that Car Park which would
have involved them in being thoroughly soaked;
his alternative plan was to get a wall at the back
of the Car Park knocked down so that the cars
could be driven out that way! Eventually that is
what happened and we all managed to put our
cars on some high ground about a mile away.

The division of the players into groups of 80
and 40 was still in operation. I must explain that
by and large the best players were in the large
groups and the more modest ones in the small
group. I am not quite sure how the process of
selection worked for this, but I must record that
some of the players in the small group were little
more than beginners. I had volunteered to act as
one of the coaches of that small group in the
University. I was very pleased to find on arrival,
that far from this group being treated as the poor
relations they were actually looked after by the
top coaches on duty namely Peter Hirst and
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Donald Parker. What happened was that Peter
and Donald introduced and demonstrated each
exercise that was to be done and the other coaches
and 1 then proceeded to get the players to work
on them.

During the morning we worked on table exercises
designed to improve the technique of the forehand
smash, including one very popular one where a
feeder sent over 50 balls in quick succession which
were smashed by the pupil, some even onto the
table! Quite a pleasant packed lunch was provided
by the Hotel and this having been consumed we
went back to work in the afternoon. Donald
Parker demonstrated the Chinese high throw-up in
service and explained the benefits and pitfalls of
it. Then everybody had a go at doing it, most
people finding that it was a lot harder than it
looked. After this back to the drawing board and
Donald and Peter were explaining all about short
services and how to receive them. Finally the
platlyers went away and practised these two difficult
arts.

What was noteworthy of all this from a group
— coaching point of view was that it had all been
well thought out and prepared, each coach having
a Schedule of the exercises to be gone through
with explanatory notes and diagrams. So one was
left with the feeling that if the week-end failed
this time, it would not be because of lack of pre-
planning. As I have said I really was impressed
and I personally feel that the whole week-end was
a great success.

After the afternoon session we returned to the
Hotel for dinner. The weather now changed once
more and a snow blizzard descended on York,
which did not help to reduce the floods. It did
create much ice to walk on however, and proved
gcl)r1 one thing that Skylet would be useless in the

alom.

The following day was set aside for an inter-
regional team event for 75 players, and an
individual tournament for the remainder. Mike
Watts, Doug Young and I were to be referees
of these events and we spent the whole of Friday
evening getting it organised.

The events of the Saturday went off very well
and Panel 2 (Essex, Middlesex, Surrey, Kent and
Sussex) proved supreme in the team event —
Graham Sandley, Colin Wilson, Mark Oakley and
“Costas” were missing, yet England No. 14 Peter
Puddock could not even make the team! He did
not win the Individual event either, that honour
going to Neil Stratton of Middlesex.

Back to the Hotel and we dispersed at about
4 p.m. All that was left was to dig our cars out
of the snow —,nobody’s keys would turn in the
locks which made it more unpleasant — but at
last we got ours going and made it back to London.
I think that very few of those present will forget
this week-end and if any junior has a chance of
going to the next one I strongly recommend he
or she to do so.

PING COMMENTARY

by JOHN WOODFORD

Deputy Table Tennis Correspondent
“THE DAILY TELEGRAPH”

RARE BIRD LINDA WITH WINGS
CLIPPED!

It is often not possible to put across both sides
of an argument in this column. By the time the
next month comes along something else has
happened, but in this case I am able to say that I
fully appreciate that there are two strong cases on
the question of dropping Linda Howard from the
world championships team in favour of younger
players.

Those of us who were at the Stiga Welsh Open
in Cardiff saw the Guildford girl who is still on
the right side of 25 fight bravely for England when
the team had its back to the wall against both
Sweden and Hungary. This came at a time when
she is without doubt unhappy with the decisions
made on Pyongyang by the new broom selectors.

Her fighting qualities and her experience do not
seem to be questioned by anybody, neither is the

fact that she had a run of poor results in the first
half of the season.

The case for sending Linda to North Korea was
put to me by former selector Alan Ransome over
a breakfast in Cardiff — she is a rare bird in
that she has developed as a doubles specialist.

To be absolutely honest we know that Desmond
Douglas and Jill Hammersley with their high
world rankings in Korea have good chances of at
least reaching the quarter-finals and with a bit of
good fortune could do even better.

But our best chance of medals seem to be with
Desmond and Jill in doubles when partnered by a
strong and experienced person. Linda has vast
experience playing with both Desmond and Jill,
but alas, she will not have the opportunity to make
use of it in Korea.

No doubt what the selectors have in mind. They
are hoping that from the promising pair Karen
Witt and Anita Stevenson will emerge a powerful
doubles partner to take over the supporting roles
for our world-class pair.

That is the other side of the coin to the views
I expressed last month. Don’t assume readers, that
1 am necessarily on one side or the other — only
time will tell whether the selectors have chosen
the right course — it’s happening all the time in
sport -— new blood is brought in and experienced
people are left out in the cold, but that happens
a%l the time, everywhere, in sport and everywhere
else.

The value of the Norwich Union Grand Prix
and the Masters and the sponsorship of companies
such as Stiga was brought home to me at Cardiff.
The Welsh event is now one of the most important
on the calendar. This is due to a number of factors
%specially the efforts made by Nancy and Roy

vans.

“The Daily Telegraph” made what I would
think to be an admirable decision for me to cover
this tournament personally after a gap of several
years. Because they saw that the tournament had
grown in its importance — even without Asian
players there were 28 nations in action, not to
mention the top twelve men in Europe.

Unfortunately, the Welsh T.T.A. through no
fault of their own, do not possess tournament
organisers of the calibre of John Wright, Mike
Watts and strength in depth all the way down to
the line backed by other stalwarts like Geoff
Daniels, John Heritage and many others.

Indeed, E.T.T.A. national tournaments have
become sophisticated and we Press men are in-
clined to expect an instant results service from the
top table. It took a little time to impress on our
Welsh enthusiasts in Cardiff that in order that the
national Press agency network can operate
properly, we canmot wait for half an hour or so
whilst rounds are completed or whilst lists of
results are stencilled and duplicated for the benefit
of team captains.

But no doubt, now that the Stiga Welsh Open
is one of the most vital tournaments in the
Norwich Grand Prix and it is of vital importance
to both sponsors, they the sponsors, will see that
there will be streamlining between the top table
and the media in 1980!

ALL-SPORT DO IT AGAIN!

DON MORLEY wins “Sport For All” Photo
Awards

For the third time in four years ALL-SPORT
carried off a major prize in the Annual Sports
Photography Awards organised jointly by the
Sports Council and the Royal Photographic
Society.

DON MORILEY’S topical photo of joggers
silhouetted against the sky-line won the “sport
for all” category from hundreds of entries. This
is for the photo which best conveys the theme
of “sport for all”, the Sports Council’s campaign
to promote sport in all ages.

Last year TONY DUFFY of All-Sport won this
award and he was also highly commended in the
colour portfolio category this year.

These successes are the 9th time MORLEY and
DUFFY have featured in the six years these awards
have been held. No other company or individual
has ever dominated the awards to such an extent.




COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP TABLES
P w

PREMIER

Cheshire
Middlesex
Surrey
Essex
Warwickshire
Berkshire
Glamorgan
Yorkshire

2 SOUTH

Kent
Sussex
Berkshire II
Middlesex II ..
Dorset
Surrey IT ..................
Buckinghamshire

2 NORTH

Yorkshire II
Cleveland
Lancashire
Lincolnshire
Durham .....................
Northumberland

2 MIDLAND

Leicestershire
Warwickshire II
Staffordshire
Derbyshire ...............
Northamptonshire
Shropshire

2 EAST
Essex IT .....................
Cambridgeshire
Hertfordshire

Norfolk
Suffolk ...l
Bedfordshire

2 WEST
Wiltshire
Somerset
Glamorgan II
Gloucestershire
Worcestershire
Avon
Devon

3 SOUTH
Kent II
Essex III
Hampshire
Sussex I
Hertfordshire IIT

3 NORTH

Cheshire III
Lancashire II
Cleveland 11
Derbyshire I
Northumberland II
Cumbria .....................

3 NORTH MIDLAND

Cheshire II
Nottinghamshire
Staffordshire II
Leicestershire II
Clwyd
Shropshire II

3 SOUTH MIDLAND

Hampshire 1II
Worcestershire 11
Oxfordshire

Herefordshire
Northants II
Buckinghamshire II

3 EAST

Hertfordshire II
Cambridgeshire II
Huntingdonshire
Norfolk IT ..................
Bedfordshire II
Suffolk II
3 WEST
Dorset 11
Gwent
Cornwall
Glamorgan II1

Somerset
Avon II

OCO~NWA CO=—=N K O = B (= O—N—=N OOONNNA CO—=NNN O == NW OCO—RNNW O=NNNWW COO——NWA

O = NN

D

SCOOCOOO ONNNOO COO——=O OON—=NW O—=ON— o= OoOOO00 COOO = CO=N—O CO=O—=O COOoOOCOo0CO COOOCOOO

—_—OOoO—=0ON

L

WWN=—=O Bm—m———0 W= —O NNOOOO W=ENOO =HWW= =0 WNNOOO WO~ O W~ =OO WNWNN=O =N O

RRNN=OO

F

A

SOND A ONBP DO SN N WWo ONNWH L OSWwhha O—==hAddDoc COND UL [=F STV NV ¥o SOoOWh WU (=] ST A =21 COCOONNANX® s}

=NNWAESR

JUNIOR PREMIER

Middlesex
‘Staffordshire
Yorkshire
Berkshire
Cheshire

Surrey
Essex

Cleveland

JUNIOR 2 SOUTH

Devon
Wiltshire
Sussex

Clwyd  ....ocvviininnnnn,
Nottinghamshire
Yorkshire II
Derbyshire
Shropshire ..................

JUNIOR 2 MIDLAND

Buckinghamshire
Warwickshire
Glamorgan ...............
Cambridgeshire
Hertfordshire
Gloucestershire ......
Northamptonshire ......

JUNIOR 3 SOUTH
Kent ...l
Oxfordshire
Berkshire II ....
Hampshire 11
Sussex II

JUNIOR 3 SOUTH EAST

Bedfordshire
Suffolk

Essex III
Norfolk .....................
Hertfordshire II .........

JUNIOR 3 NORTH

Cheshire 1II
Lincolnshire
Cleveland 1II
Durham .....................
Northumberland
Cumbria II ...............

JUNIOR 3 MIDLAND

Worcestershire
Gwent ...
Shropshire II
Herefordshire
Staffordshire II
Clwyd IT ...l

JUNIOR 3 EAST

Lincolnshire II
Warwickshire II
Cambridgeshire II
Leicestershire
Huntingdonshire
Norfolk II
JUNIOR 3 WEST
Devon 11
Avon
Somerset
Hampshire
Cornwall
Wiltshire II
VETERAN SOUTH
Middlesex
Essex 1I
Sussex

VETERAN MIDLAND

Nottinghamshire
Cheshire
Clwyd
Cheshire 1I

Worcestershire
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PWDLVF AP
VETERAN EAST
Lincolnshire ............... 2 2 0 0 14 4 4
EsseX ..ooooiiiiiiiiniiinn, 3201 18 9 4
Leicestershire ............ 21 01 12 6 2
Hertfordshire II ......... 310 2 10 17 2
Huntingdonshire ......... 4 1 0 3 9 27 2
VETERAN WEST
Hampshire 4 4 0 0 28 8 8
AVOn  .....ceiiiiiiiiiinl. 4 3 01 26 10 6
Dorset ........ 4 2 0 2 16 20 4
Oxfordshire 4 2 0 2 15 21 4
Dorset 11 4 1 0 3 12 24 2
Wiltshire 4 0 0 4 11 25 O

THE M K ELECTRIC (Cheshunt Open)
TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS

This season’s newest open tournament — the
Cheshunt Open — has been brought forward one
week from the date advertised in the Diary, and
will be held on Sunday, 29th April, 1979, writes
Bob Bridges.

Over £300 will be distributed in prize money
between the five events with £60 (the most allowed
for a one-star tournament) going to the winner of
the Men’s Singles.

The Cheshunt and District Table Tennis League,
who are promoting the event at Waltham Abbey
Sports Centre, have found a very good ally in
M K ELECTRIC LTD. (Britain’s leading manu-
facturers of industrial and domestic wiring
accessories) who will underwrite any loss and there
are hopes that similar backing will be received
in 1980 and 1981. Entry forms are available from
Mrs. Tina Pickard (9 Paternoster Close, Waltham
Abbey, Essex, EN9 3JU) or Bob Bridges (4 Tysoe
Avenue, Enfield, Middx., EN3 6DY). Entries close
on April 11th. Len Pilditch is the Referee.

PS.: Did anybody wonder where the ex-
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire player Debbie
Clark disappeared to? Debbie married Mr. Evans,
moved to Hertford and is now the Assistant
manager at Waltham Abbey Sports Centre.

-

Many people think that 15-year-old Skylet
Andrew is following in the footsteps of England’s
Des Douglas. Certainly if his recent successes are
any indication this may well be the case.

Since receiving equipment sponsorship from the
same Company as Des, TSP Sports, he has won
the Cotswolds Junior ‘Select’ Tournament where
England’s top junmiors were competing and has
recently beaten England player Graham Sandley
in County competitions.
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(continued from page 39)

S. Andrew bt G. Sandley -17, 19, 14;
lost to C. Wilson -17, 18, -17;
D. Charlery lost to Sandley -9, -18;
lost to J. Souter -17, -20;
1. Attridge lost to Wilson -17, -13;
lost to Souter -13, 10, -11;
Andrew/Charlery lost to C. Papantoniou/Sandley
T -18, 15, -18;
Kim Mudge lost to Mandy Reeves -14, -14;
Julie Askem lost to Helen Williams -8, 17, -10;
Miss Askem/Miss Mudge lost to Miss Reeves/
Miss Williams -12, 19, -13.
Berkshire 5 Surrey 5
D. Barr bt S. Holloway 13, 13;
bt G. Baker 22, -17, 15;
1. Fullerton lost to Holloway -9, -7;
lost to M. Oakley -16, -15;
M. Barr lost to Baker -17, -17;
lost to Oakley -16, -15;
D. and iVI Barr lost to Holloway/Oakley
18, -11, -18;
Mandy Smith bt Lorraine Garbet 15, -9, 17;
Alison Gordon bt Avril McMahon 19, 13;
Miss Gordon/Miss Smith bt Miss Cresswell/Miss
Garbet 20, 17.

JUNIOR 2 SOUTH

Dorset 0 Wiltshire 10

Dorset 8 Essex IT 2

Sussex 4 Devon 6

Wiltshire 6 Middlesex IT 4

Devon 9 Dorset 1

Middlesex IT 5 Surrey II 5

JUNIOR 2 NORTH

Derbyshire 2 Clwyd 8

Shropshire 0 Lancashire 10
Nottinghamshire 10 Derbyshire 0
JUNIOR 2 MIDLAND
Glamorgan 5 Warwickshire 5
Gloucestershire 4 Northamptonshire 6
Glamorgan 3 Buckinghamshire 7
Buckinghamshire 3 Warwickshire 7
Northamptonshire 2 Hertfordshire 8

After leading 2-1 Northants completely collapsed
losing the next seven sets. This defeat almost
certainly puts Northants in Division 3 next season,
which, from the available players is somewhat
surprising.

JUNIOR 3 SOUTH

Buckinghamshire IT 3 Oxfordshire 7
Hampshire II 3 Kent 7

Berkshire II 8 Sussex 11 2

Kent 8 Buckinghamshire II 2

Berkshire II 4 Hampshire II 6 .

Taking into account the fact that Michael Barr
and Iain Fullerton played in all three of Berk-
shire’s Premier Division matches at Muswell Hill
on Feb. 3rd and 4th, they were ineligible to
represent the second team on Feb. 17th; two wins
obtained forfeited converting a 6-4 win into defeat.

Oxfordshire 6 Sussex II 4
JUNIOR 3 SOUTH EAST
Bedfordshire 10 Hertfordshire II 0
Essex III 6 Norfolk 4
Hertfordshire I1 3 Suffolk 7
JUNIOR 3 NORTH

Cheshire IT 7 Lincolnshire 3
Cleveland II 2 Cumbria II 8
JUNIOR 3 MIDLAND

Clwyd II 0 Gwent 10
Worcestershire 9 Herefordshire 1
Gwent 7 Shropshire I 3
Worcestershire 9 Clwyd II 1
JUNIOR 3 EAST
Huntingdonshire 2 Warwickshire II 8

Leicestershire 2 Lincolnshire IT 8

Weakened by absentees (Trevor Kerslake injured
and out for rest of season, and top girls Julie
Reville and Yvonne Hall playing at school) Leics
would have even struggled against this Lincs side
with them in.

Norfolk IT 3 Cambridgeshire 11 7
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JUNIOR 3 WEST

Avon 9 Somerset 1
VETERAN SOUTH

Kent 8 Hampshire IT 1
Sussex 0 Middlesex 9
Hertfordshire 4 Essex IT §
Essex I1 6 Kent 3
Middlesex 8 Hertfordshire 1
VETERAN MIDLAND
Cheshire II 1 Cheshire 8

Nottinghamshire 6 Cheshire 3

Keen to gain their veteran crown again Cheshire
secured the assistance of Pete D’Arcy in this
clash. Cheshire’s only successes came from D’Arcy,
substantiating his elevated veteran position, but
with no backing.

Worcestershire 6 Cheshire II 3
VETERAN EAST
Hertfordshire II 5 Leicestershire 4
Lincolnshire 8 Huntingdonshire 1
Huntingdonshire 2 Essex 7
VETERAN WEST

Dorset II 3 Oxfordshire 6
Hampshire 8 Dorset 1

Wiltshire 2 Avon 7

Wiltshire 4 Oxfordshire 5
Dorset 5 Avon 4

Deorset I1 2 Hampshire 7

ESSEX NOTES

by Geoff Newman

WHO WOULD BE A MATCH SEC.?

If it isn’t one thing it’s another. Who would be
a county match secretary this season? The arctic
travelling conditions put paid to our Premier and
Second Senior team matches last month to add to
the list of postponements. I don’t know about
extending the football season it looks as if the
T.T. season could well do with a few extra weeks.

Our Senior Third team did manage to get to
Kent however and a 5-5 draw ensued. Essex star
of the night was young Desmond Charlery who
won both his singles in fine style. Yvette Brown
was another to keep a clean sheet with a comfor-
table singles victory and a share in the women’s
doubles success with Linda Thacker. OQur other
winner in the match was Stuart Kimm.

Both Veterans’ matches were also played, the
first team travelled to St. Neots to play Hunts and
returned victorious by 7-2. Bobby Stevens, Laurie
Fountain and Stan Battrick were our men with
Pam Anker the feminine side of our team coming
in at a late hour for Hilda Cathcart who was
indisposed. The second team had Kent as their
visitors and a late change of venue owing to the
NUPE dispute the match got under way :at
Yardley’s Basildon thanks mainly to Peter
Jackson’s much appreciated assistance.

This match was also won by us 6-3 with Mike
Watts and Bobby Raybould again netting five
between them, Fred Lockwood being our other
victor.

Our vast inter-league programme is going well
thanks mainly to the efforts of Dick Roffe the man
in charge. Dick is certainly proving a valuable
asset to the county scene.

Two of our leagues, Basildon and Chelmsford,
have concluded their closed championships and
both had excellent tournaments with a large entry
and good attendance. Chelmsford’s in particular
was a large affair with well over 700 games being
played over the one weekend with a house full
sign for the finals night on the following Tuesday.

Final Results:-

Basildon

Men’s Singles:

S. Gibbs bt J. Wilson 18, 16.

Women’s Singles:

Y. Brown bt M. Pemberton 14, 13.

Men’s Doubles:

Gibbs/R. Raybould bt M. Stones/M. Watts 14, 16.
Women’s Doubles:

Brown/J. Harrison bt R. Green/M. Nash
17, -19, .
Mixed Doubles:
Gibbs/Harrison bt P. Saunders/Brown 16, 19.
Boys’ Singles:
K. Gard bt C. Avis 3, -15, 18.
Girls’. Singles:
C. Griffiths bt H. Finch -13, 13, 17.
Boys’ Doubles:
Avis/Gard bt S. Kimberley/A. Strawford
-18, 13, 19.
Girls’ Doubles:
Griffiths/C. Molloy bt Finch/C. Smith -16, 16, 18.
Junior Mixed Doubles:
Gard/D. Avis bt C. Avis/Smith 9, -14, 19.
Veteran Singles:
Watts bt Raybould 18, 16.

Chelmsford

Men’s Singles Semi-finals:

D. Newman bt T. Dowsett 13, 17;

D. Bowles bt M. Speight 13, -17, 14.

Final:

Newman bt Bowles 13, -15, 15.

Women’s Singles:

J. Dowsett bt L. Barrow 15, 12.

U-21 Singles:

Newman bt Dowsett 8, 16.

Men’s Doubles: R

Bowles/Newman bt K. Howard/Speigh

Women’s Doubles:

Dowsett/S. Carroll bt Barrow/F. Crozier
16, -16, 12.

Mixed Doubles:

Newman/Barrow bt T. and J. Dowsett -17, 13, 8.

Boys® Singles:

Dowsett bt R. Lang -19, 9, 14.

Girls’ Singles:

Dowsett bt P. Taylor 15, 21.

Veteran Singles:

J. Lewington bt R. Milne -18, 8, 10.

Junior Doubles:

I. Carson/Lang bt T. and J. Dowsett -13, 16, 16.

U-15:

Carson bt P. Chaplin 20, 19.

U-13:

D. Kerns bt C. Milburn -19, 13, 14.

Dave Bowles of Maldon Wanderers, the beaten
finalist in the Chelmsford Closed.

Photo by Geoff Newman.

TABLE TENNIS CLUB TIES

We are the specialists for table tennis club
ties, badges and trophies.

Competitive prices — fast delivery.

Write or ’phone for FREE 51 page catalogue -

MARKS OF DISTINCTION LTD.,
124 Euston Road, London N.W.1.
Telephone: 01-387 3772.




County Championships Round-up

by BOB BRIDGES

CHESHIRE IN LINE

Cheshire have placed themselves in line for the
Premier championship with a 7-2 win over War-
wickshire, but further inactivity at the foot of the
table (Yorkshire postponed their trip to Glamorgan
with Melody Ludi and Alan Fletcher on E.T.T.A.
duty in Ireland and Essex were warned off travel-
ling to Berkshire because of treacherous road
conditions at the Essex end on Feb. 17) keeps the
positions at the lower end the same.

No clear indication is available as to the
relative strengths of the bottom teams but Glamor-
gan must improve previous performances if they
are to stand any chance of retaining Premier status
next season — their second team appear to have
failed in a bid to repeat last season’s trick of
going to the Promotion Challenge.

Wiltshire beat Glamorgan II in the “match” of
2 West and are almost certainly sure of contesting
the Senior Promotion Challenge, together with
Leicestershire and Kent, who should progress from
their respective divisions. Contenders from 2
North and 2 East are uncertain.

Cleveland could well qualify but would be very
reluctant to do so if the Premier Division is not
played on a “Ventral Venue” basis.

The relative strong pockets of table tennis in
various parts of the country can be demonstrated
no better than the case highlighted by Hampshire’s
two third-division teams.

Hampshire I have been hard-pressed for success
in 3 South (including 2nd and 3rd teams from
Kent, Sussex, Essex etc.), while Hampshire II are
almost having it all their own way in the 3 South
Midland.

JUNIOR PREMIER DIVISION

After the Southern section of the Junior Premier
Division had been postponed last November, it
was eventually completed in the austere surround-
ings of Muswell Hill Table Tennis Club, London
N22 on Feb. 3/4. Middlesex came out on top after
a slow start and surprisingly Essex finished bottom
of the four counties present.

The eight Junior Premier teams will finalise
their matches on Mar. 31/Apl. 1 when the section
reaches its climax, possibly at Nuneaton, although
details are not yet confirmed.

Devon are running away with Junior 2 South
while the rest of the field are busy knocking each
other about. Clwyd look like finishing higher
than ever before in Junior 2 North, behind
Cumbria and above Lancashire, but one important
clash still remains!

Tn Junior 2 Midland. Warwickshire should have
the edge over Glamorgan and Buckinghamshire.

PREMIER

Surrey 1 Middlesex 8
A convincing win for Middlesex whose only
defeat was inflicted by Max Crimmins over
Graham Sandley in the second set; the nearest
Surrey got to another was the M.D. where
Crimmins and David Hannah lost the second game
-21 after winning the first 21 but Mark Mitchell
and Sandley made sure in the deciding game.
M. Crimmins lost to M. Mitchell -9, -18;
bt G. Sandley -13, 22, 18;
D. Welsman lost to Mitchell -19, 17, -16;
lost to P. Guttormsen -12, -19;
D. Hannah lost to Sandley -17, -17;
lost to Guttormsen -19, -17;
Crimmins/Hannah lost to Mitchell/Sandley
21-21-11; .
Lorraine Garbet lost to Mandy Reeves -18, -17;
Welsman/Miss Garbet lost to Guttormsen/Miss
Reeves -12, -14.

Warwickshire 2 Cheshire 7

Cheshire shot into a 4-0 lead before the home
Men’s Doubles pairing of Derek Munt and
Dougie Johnson put a stop to the visitor’s progress,
followed immediately by Karen Groves’ success
over Lyn Fennah; Cheshire’s men then took the
remaining sets.

D. Johnson lost to N. Eckersley 19, -13, -9;
lost to D. Constance -11, -17;
D. Munt lost to Eckersley -23, -15;
lost to M. Johns -19, -8;
S. Claxton lost to Constance -15, -19;
lost to Johns -19, -16;
Johnson/Munt bt Eckersley/Johns -18, 17, 15;
Karen Groves bt Lyn Fennah 14, 20;
Claxton/Miss Groves lost to Constance/Miss
Fennah 16, -13, -13.
2 SOUTH

Berkshire IT 6 Sussex 4

A strong looking Berkshire seconds surprised
traditionally strong Sussex for whom Emile Emecz
(and his funny bat) was unbeaten.

Buckinghamshire 4 Dorset 6

Visitors’ strength on the women’s side swung
match their way.
Kent 9 Middlesex 11 1

Six sets went the full distance, Kent got five —
the one they did not get was Clive Morris v
Melvyn Waldman -20, 20, -22!
Middlesex II 7 Berkshire II 3
Sussex 6 Dorset 4
2 MIDLAND

Derbyshire 5 Staffordshire 5

Staffordshire held the initiative leading 0-2 and
2-4 before Women’s sets swung game to home
team and held the lead for the first time at 5-4
but Andrew Bellingham accounted for Neil
Marples 17, 11 to give visitors a draw.

Warwickshire II 1 Leicestershire 9

Leicestershire will take some stopping. Even
Warwicks team of Judd, Hayward and Gunnion
would have beaten most second division sides!

Northamptonshire 2 Warwickshire 8

An easy win for Warwickshire after. From 2-all
they took the rest despite some good play by the
home side which was not quite good enough in
this strong division. Good recovery by Ann Lloyd
v Connie Bane 1-10 down at ‘ends’ picked up well
to win 21-19.

2 EAST

Cambridgeshire 5 Essex II 5

Cambs first-ever point from Essex at senior level
in this thriller. Cambs led 4-1 at one stage. Mick
Harper set the mood with a straight-games win
over newly-ranked Les Eadie and Keith Richardson
kept the pot boiling by beating Andy Bawden.
Home side took both doubles — praiseworthy
effort by Joanne Palmer and Jane Hunter in beat-
ing the two Elaines, Sayer and Foulds. Essex hit
back and Cambs had to thank Richardson who
beat the luckless Eadie to earn a point.

Bedfordshire 4 Norfolk 6
2 WEST

Avon 2 Somerset 8

Unfortunate accident marred this match when
Brian Reeves fell, sustaining concussion against
Mike Smith; victory for visitors, nevertheless, not
in doubt.

Gloucestershire 7 Worcestershire 3

Matches between these counties always produce
long and closely fought encounters; this was no
exception, lasting near 4 hours with Glos. coming
out on top 7-3 from 3-all.
Wiltshire 7 Glamorgan II 3

Home side too good except for Jeff Morgan, on
whom Glamorgan relied for their three successes.
Worcestershire 3 Glamorgan 11 7

Avon 4 Wiltshire 6
The return of Chris Sewell strengthened home
side, but Wiltshire all round provided tough
opposition.
3 SOUTH
Hampshire 3 Kent IT 7
Sussex 11 7 Hertfordshire III 3
Hampshire 7 Sussex II 3

Kent II 5 Essex III 5§

Kent admit their good fortune and thanked their
lucky stars that they were not beaten 8-2.

3 NORTH

Lancashire II 5 Cheshire 111 5

3 NORTH MIDLAND
Shropshire II 3 Staffordshire IT 7
3 SOUTH MIDLAND

Northamptonshire IT 1 Hampshire IT 9

Hampshire clearly too good and heading for the
Championship. Score somewhat flattering for the
visitors with many close games going their way —
nevertheless this was a team without a weak link.

Oxfordshire 5 Herefordshire 5
Worcestershire II 7 Buckinghamshire II 3
Herefordshire 3 Hampshire II 7
Oxfordshire 9 Buckinghamshire II 1

3 EAST

Hertfordshire IT 9 Suffolk IT 1
Huntingdonshire 6 Bedfordshire II 4
Norfolk ITI 2 Cambridgeshire II 8
Bedfordshire II 2 Hertfordshire I1 8

3 WEST N
Avon II 3 Somerset I1 7

Dorset II 5 Cornwall 5

JUNIOR PREMIER

Berkshire 6 Essex 4
D. Barr bt S. Andrew 21, -18, 14;
bt D. Charlery 13, 12;
L. Fullerton lost to Andrew -5, -17;
lost to G. Turner -9, -16;
M. Barr lost to Charlery -16, -16;
bt Turner 11, 17;
D. and M. Barr lost to Andrew/Charlery -19, -22;
Mandy Smith bt Kim Mudge 14, 20;
Alison Gordon bt Julie Askem -11, 9, 20;
Miss Gordon/Miss Smith bt Miss Askem/Miss
Mudge 4, 13.

Middlesex 7 Surrey 3

The unbiased and very fair referee (Len Pilditch)
was ‘““doing his nut” as Colin Wilson’s opening set
defeat to Steve Holloway was followed by Mark
Oakley’s win over John Souter. I expect Mike
Kercher was highly delighted as the Holloway/
Oakley combination put Surrey ahead again at
3-2, but the form book prevailed in the end.
G. Sandley bt S. Holloway 8, 22, 11;

bt G. Baker 10, 14;
C. Wilson lost to Holloway -14, -14;

bt M. Oakley -17, 11, 18;
J. Souter bt Baker 13, 16;

lost to Oakley -18, -17;
Smit’;r/(l:é Pa}lag;ntoniou lost to Holloway/Qakley
Mandy Reeves bt Lorraine Garbet 17, 16;
Helen Williams bt Sarah Cresswell 14, 18;
Miss Reeves/Miss Williams bt Miss Cresswell/

Miss Garbet 15, 11.

Middlesex 9 Berkshire 1
G. Sandley bt D. Barr -21, 12, 13;
bt I. Fullerton 12, 17;
C. Wilson bt D. Barr -11, 18, 7;
bt M. Barr 8, 16;
J. Souter bt Fullerton 16, 17;
bt M. Barr 6, 10;
C. Papantoniou/Sandley bt D. and M. Barr 14, 12;
Mandy Reeves bt Mandy Smith 22, -16, 15;
Helen Williams lost to Alison Gordon -17, -8;
Miss Reeves/Miss Williams bt Miss Gordon/
Miss Smith 14, 15.

Surrey 5 Essex 5
S. Holloway lost to S. Andrew -10, -18;
bt D. Charlery -17, 17, 20;
M. Oakley lost to Andrew 18, -11, -16;
bt T. Dowsett 12, 16;
S. Woodgate lost to Charlery -8, -15;
lost to Dowsett -18, 12, -11;
Holloway/ Oall(GIey lost to Andrew/Charlery
-13, 19, -16;
Lorraine Garbet bt Kim Mudge 15, 10;
Avril McMahon bt Julie Askem 18, 16;
Miss Cresswell/Miss Garbet bt Miss Askem/
Miss Mudge 9, 9.

Essex 1 Middlesex 9

Skylet Andrew’s win over Graham Sandley
saved Essex from a “whitewash” and also took
the only 100% boy record remaining.

(continued on page 38)
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